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Biocrapny of Bishop Horne. 


1 he following particulars in the life of this amiable and venerable Prelate and orna- 
> meni of the Church of England, are taken from the memoirs of his life, writings 


"> and studies, by the Rev. William Jones of Nayland. 


| HE life of Dr. Horne, during his episcopate, affords but 
Few incidents considerable enough to be here related ; but 


there was one, which became the subject of much conversa- 


niles. TF : : 
mi dion between him and some of his friends. In the summer 
of the year 1790, he was upon a visit at the seat of a gentle- 


man in Norfolk, for whom he had a great regard. I met 


Ais lordship there, by his appointment ; and it so happened, 
that, during our visit, Mr. John Wesley was upon his circuit 
‘bout the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and came to a 
Qnarket-town very near us. Here he had many followers ; 
‘nd, being desirous of preaching to a large congregation, he 


ent some of his friends to the minister of the place, to ask, 
or the use of the parish church for the forenoon of the next 


Way. The clergyman was under some difficulty how to con- 


Huct himself ; but, reeollecting that the bishop of the diocese 
Was near at hand, he advised them to go and ask his permis- 


ion. The messengers accordingly went; and the bishop 
#ent them back to the clergyman with this answer: « Mr. 


esley is a regularly ordained clergyman of the Church of 


ngland ; and, if the minister makes no objection, I shall 


ake none.” So it was determined that Mr. Wesley should 
5B 
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preach in the church the next day. As I pever had an inter 
view with that extraordinary man, and had often desired ty 
meet him, I would have taken this opportunity ; especially 
as there was a matter of no small importance, concerning 
which I had a question to ask him. But being at this ting 
an attendant upon the bishop of the diocese, we did not kuoy 
how it might appear, and were unwilling to run the have { 
of such reports as might have been raised upon the occasion, 
But our friend, at whose house we then were, being of the 
laity, was under none of our difficulties ; and a more intelli. 
gent person for the purpose was no where to be found. | 
therefore requested him to get to the speech of Me. Wesley 
in private, after the sermon should be over, and to ask hin 
in my name the following question; * Whether it was true 
as I had been assured, that he had invested two gentleme 





with the Episcopal character, and had sent them, in that ea 
pacity, over to America?” With some difficulty our frien 
obtained a private audience: and, after some short civilitie 
had passed, he put his question, At first, Mr. Wesley was no 
direct in his answer; but by degrees he owned the fact, and 
gave the following reason for it; that, as soon as we had mat 
peace with America, and allowed them their independence, 
all religious connexion, between this country and the inde 
pendent colonies, was at an end; in consequence of whicl, 
the Sectaries fell to work to inerease their several parties 
and the Anabaptists in particular were carrying all betore 
them. Something therefore was to be done, without loss 6 
time, for his poor people, (as he called them,) in America: 
and he had therefore taken the step in question, with the 
hope of preventing further disorders. The fact being not 
denied, the gentleman, who, for a layman, is as able 4 
ehurch-casuistas mostof hisown or any other order, began to 
inquire alittle further into the case, with the desire to know, 
how Mr. Wesley had satisfied his own mind in this niatter, 
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and what grounds he had gone upon. But as they were pro- 
ceeding, some of his friends, either being impatient of any 


delay, or suspecting that some tiischtef might be going for- 
ward, came abrupt!y into the room, and reminded Mr. Wes-| 
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levthat he had no more time to spare. ‘Thus the conference 
was ended, and our friend was obliged to take his leave 


ine} Some time afterwards, (for we bad teft his house that morn- 


ing.) he gave us this account, as nearly as I can recollect : 
and having been present at Mr. Wesley’s sermon, was so well 
pleased, that he wished half the clergy of the Church of 
England had preached the same doctrines, with the same 
zeal and devotion.* 

In this preaching of Mr. Wesley, and the subject of the 
conference, when compared together, we have the character 
of Methodism complete: if is Christian godliness without 
Christian order. It is pity we could not obtain Mr. Wes- 
ley’s own sense of the commission with which his bishops were 
sent out: but, as we were disappointed in that, we wust in- 
quire for ourselves, and answer as well as we can, without 
his help. The ease obliges us to ask these two questions: 4. 
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With what view this was done? And, 2. By what authority ? 
By Mr. Wesley’s own account, this was his expedient for the 
preventing of confusion: whence we may gather, that he 
supposed confusion was not to be prevented among Chris- 
lians, but by retaining the order of Bishops: and further, that 
unity had, in his opinion, been preserved among his own peo- 
ple by their relation to the Episcopacy of the Church of Eng- 
land, from which neither he nor they did ever profess them- 
selves to be in astate of separation. Of this many proofs 
might be given. Their present application to the bishop of 
the diocese was a confession of his authority, and signitied 
a desire of acting under it: and Mr. Wesley had presented 
himself at the communion in the Cathedral Church at Bris- 
tol, and had received it from the hands of Bishop Bagot, as 
the Bishop himself informed me. Mr. Wesley might per- 
haps have considered further, that, if bishops were wanting 
in America for the preservation of unity among his people, 
and he himself did not send them, when it had power so to 








* Let us hope that the other half do preach them, 
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flo, it was little to be expected they would attempt it when 
they had none. I cannot say what use he might make of the 


dispute between Dr. Mayhew, an American dissenter, ani} 


archbishop Secker, about the sending of bishops from hence 
to America; which I have always considered as the begin. 
ning and cause of the revolt that soon followed: this, I say, | 
do not know, and it would be vain to speculate ; therefore, 


let us now ask the second question, by what authority he} 


sent bishops to America? 

There are but two possible ways of putting men truly into 
the ministry: the one is by succession ; the other by immedi. 
ate revelation or appointment from God himself. Paul re. 
ceived his commission to preach, not of man nor by man, but 
of God ; who put him into the ministry. 
the Gospel receive their commission by imposition of hands, 
from those who had received it before. In this latter way of 
suceession, no man can possibly give that which he hath not 
received. Mr. Welsey, being himself but a Presbyter, coult 
no more make a bishop, than amember of the house of Com. 
mons can make a member of the house of Lords, who is made 
by creation from the king: the less is blessed of the greater, 
not the greater of the less. And, as this could not be done 
by Mr. Wesley in virtue of what he was, it must bave been 
done in virtue of what he lhough! himself to be ; a viear-gen- 
eral of heayen who was above all human rules, and could 
give a commission, by a superior right vested in his own per- 
son, If he acted of himself, as John Wesley, a Presbyter of 
the ehure! of England, he acted against all sense and order; 
and by taking upon himself what no man ean take, he would 
introduce in the issue more confusion than he would prevent. 
The end will never be prosperous, when we do evil that good 
may come; and if it doth not please God to uphold his own 
work, in bis own way, no man can do it for him. He may 


seem to do something, but it will not last: he works upon a| 
principle, the tendency of which is not to edification, but to: 


dissolution, If Mr. Wesley did not act as of himself, but as 


by immediate revelation from God, and by the primary an- 
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thority of Jesus Christ in his church, then he was an enthu- 
siast, in the strictest and fullest sense of the word ; and any 
other person or any hundred persons, might act as he did, 
if they could think of themselves, as he thought of himself. 
But all such confusion was foreseen and prevented, by the 
rules and orders of a Church, visibly appointed and visibly con- 
tinued. When any people whoever they are, think they can act 
with God against the rules of God, they are either become Ra- 
tionalists, who do all by human authority, and deny all spiritu- 


~ alcommunication between God and man; or Enthusiasts, who 


| think the inspiration or spirit of the Gospel has set them 


above the forms of the Church ; which persuasion terminates 
in spiritual republicanism. In the Christian society, two 
things are to be kept up with all diligence ; these are unity 
and piety. ‘The man who should suppose, that unity without 
piety will be sufficient to carry him to heaven, would be un- 
der a great mistake, and he would be justly condemned and 
despised for it. Butis not he, who supposes that piety with- 


/ out unity will carry him to heaven, under as great, (and if he 
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believes the apostle, as dangerous,) a mistake ?* The sub- 
ject merits great consideration: but I say no more of it in 
this place. It reminds me of an aneedote I heard several 
years ago, and I believe bishop Horne was my author. 
When John and Charles Wesley began their new ministry, 
one of them went to consult with Mr. William Law, as a 
person of profound judgment in spiritual matters ; and, when 
the case had been opened, and the intention explained, Mr. 
Law made answer: * Mr. Wesley, if you wish to reform 
“the world, and spread the Gospel, you must undertake 
“the work in the same spirit as you would take a curacy in 
“the Peak of Derbyshire; but, if you pretend to a new 
‘commission, and go forth in the spirit and power of an 
*‘ Apostle, your scheme will end in bedlam.” 





* See and consider the 12th and 13th chapters of 1 Cor.; the 13th as a continua- 
tion of the 12th. Some excellent hints will be found on this subject, in the Cautions 


19 the Readers of Mr. Law, by Bishop Horne. 
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John Wesley was a wonderful man in his way: his labours 
were abundant and almost ineredible :* in many respects he 
did good ; he made thousands of people sober and godly : and, 
while he was doing good, he avoided evil; he avoided, (at 
least in words,) the sin of schism: he took the Christian 
side, in stating the origin of power, against the republicans 
of America; for which he was abused as an old fox, who 
only wanted to be madeabishop. But with all this, he rais- 
ed a society on such principles as cannot preserve its unity; 
and thence, in effect, its existenee. I now understand, that 
partly from the loss of their leader, and partly from the 
confusion of the times, thay have embraced some bad opin- 
ions ; in consequence of which, with little or no relation to 
the Church, they will not much longer be distinguished 


from other dissenters, and may in time be as bad as thef? 


worst of them. When the lamp is broken, the snuff may lie 
burning for a time; but the supply of oil being gone, the 
light can be of no long econtinuanee. If the Methodists 
would keep what they have got, and prevent their own ruin, 
they must do as Mr. Wesley did: they must preserve some 


ee es ae 








relation to the Church, so long 

to which they may be related. 
About a year after the aceident of the Sermon and the). 

Conference, a life of Mr. Wesley was published by a Mr. | 


t 





* Among his own people, he seemed to do more than he did. 


x as any Church shall remain| 7 


Of this I was in- 4 


formed by a bookseller, who, like other’, had been injured in his trade by the en 7 


croachments of Mr. Wesley in the way of book-making : 


mistances of this myself. 


if the translation had been his own: but a friend shewed me an old translation, with 7 


which it agreed, so faras we could see, in every word. 


pendium of Philosophy, though he tells us curiously in the Preface, it was taken] 


He put his name to a translation of Thomas a Kempis, as 7 


and I was witness to some 4 


He put his name to a Com- 7 


from the work of a Professor at Jena in Germany: yet he must be allowed great a 


merit in amplifying the work. He sold a work of mine, as if it had been an original 


work, partly copied, and partly put into English verse, without asking the consent, 7 


oer making a word of acknowledgment, in the tide or a preface, to the author. He % 


~ Vo, 
was free to produce 


vied: but such proceedmgs have too much the appearance of party-craft to consist 7 


well with honest, unaffected piety. 


auy possible good from any labour of mine, without being en- 4 
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Ifampson, in which the fact of sending out bishops is con- 
ours fessed. This book Bishop Horne had procured; and tak- 
's he ing it out of his pocket as we were walking together in his 
and, ; garden at Norwich, he turned to the passage and shewed it 
. (at | me; and afterwards he put it into his Charge, which was 
stian |) the last work be printed before his death: and this brings 
cans |, me to the end of his literary life. 
who |) For the sake of those who admire Bishop Horne’s works, 
rais- |, and were not acquainted with his person, it may be proper, 
rity; |) before I conclude, to say something of his natural life. 
that} When he first came to the University of Oxford, he was 
the} > quite a boy; but being at a time of life when boys alter very 
opin-[ > fast, he soon grew up into a person so agreeable, that, at 















n tof the opening of the Radeliffe Library, when all were assem- 
ished} > bled and made their best appearance, I heard it said of him, 
the| | that there was not then a handsomer young man in the thea- 
y lie}? tre. But he was not of a strong and muscular constitution ; 
, the} and, from the disadvantage of being very near-sighted, (quite 
dists} > heipless without the use of a glass.) he did not render’ him- 
ruin, j self more robust by the practice of any athletick exercise. 
some} Amusements of that sort gave him more trouble than they 
main | Were worth, and he never pursued them with any alacrity. 
4 It is related of Bishop Bull, that he was not addicted to any 
lithe | innocent pleasure, which is often necessary to unbend the 
Mr. | mind, and preserve the body in health and vigour. The only 


diversion, (if it may be called a diversion,) to which this 
great man was addicted, was the enjoyment of agreeable 





aati > conversation: and the same was the favourite amusement of 
scome | Ur. Horne to the end of his life. I wish every young man, 
pis, a | Who is intended for a scholar, had some good or some neces- 
ua ; sary reason for not being led away by any sort of recreation. 
taken» Lt was of service to his mind, that he was no fisherman, ne 
| great 7) Shooter, no hunter, no horseman: the cultivation of his un- 
riginial derstanding was therefore carried on with less interruption, 
“” > and his improvements were repaid. While on horseback he 
ng ens | S€emed to be in more danger than other young men: and be 
consist | 


> hada friend, who was so much concerned for his safety, that 
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he sometimes rode after him, to watch over him, withoy | 
letting him know of it. But so it happened, notwithstand. Jate B 
ing his vigilance, that he saw him suffer one bad fall, upon a | ered t 
dirty road, into a deep slough, and another upon very hard effect 
ground, in the middle of the summer. His horse was then | fe 
upon a gallop, and the fall pitched him upon his forehead; |) "¢ be 
but, by the protection of a good Providence, the blow only [ a 
office. 


gave him a head-ach, which soon went off without any f°" 
other ill effect. When he came at last to be a Bishop, the f) P!"5- 

friend, who had formerly been his attendant, reminded bin f seat 5 

of these accidents, and observed upon them, “« My Lord, IP his chi 
saw you fall twice, I have seen you rise three times :’’ mean. : On) 
ing, that be had first risen to be President of Magdalen Col. ; he was 
lege, then to be Deana of Canterbury, and afterwards Bishop} }**% Ff 
of Norwich. The year after he came to Oxford, he fell appoin 
sick of the small-pox, which proved very favourable, and he} Canter 
was removed to a house upon the hill at Headington for an Jot Jur 
airing ; where his recovery had raised his spirits to such 4 i ambe 
piteb, that his friends could not but observe the growing vi-[ of St. . 
gour of his mind, and augurate that his wits were intended ege, h 












for some very active part upon the stage of human life, as it} -’¥°"? 
afterwards proved. Mr. Je 

In the year 1758 he was appointed junior Proctor of the} ay 
University ; on the 27th of April, 1759, he took the degree} wert 


of B. D., and on the 28th of January, 1764, that of D. D.p 
His health continued tolerably good, till the time of his proe| 
torship: and here it ought in justice to be remembered, that] 
he made one of the best Proctors ever known in the University) 
of Oxford. He was strict in the exercise of his office; but his) 

: : : | mthen ea 
strictness was accompanied by so much mildness and goodness,|q 
that he was equally beloved and feared. His duty called upon! abies: 

: bce " , Magda 
him to visit and inspect the houses of poor and disorderly 





Ray Rie eyes oie 





people ; in one of which he took the measles, and suffeved | va Wy 
much by that distemper. The time at which this accident) at 
happened was in one respect rather unfortunate ; for he was Big 
confined at the time when he should have resigned his office 4 Bsc 


by « personal attendance in the theatre. Dr, Thurlow, the! 


lewspe 
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thout 
stand. |, Jate Bishop of Durham, being at that time Collector, deliv- 
ponat ered the Latin speech, at the close of which he speke to this 
» effect: © As to the late Proctor, I shall speak of him but in 

hard § | 

then few words, for the truth of which I can appeal to all that 
head: | are here present. If ever virtue itself was visible and dwelt 
) only upon earth, it was in the person who this day lays down his 
(any office.” Which words were followed by a universal clap- 


, the p Ping. It was fortunate in one respect that he was not pre- 
1 him | 8¢2t 3 for thus it eame to pass, that full justice was done to 
rd, [p bis character. 

On the 27th of January, 1768, on the death of Dr. Jenner, 
Cop he was elected President of Magdalen College: in 1774 he 
was appointed Chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty; which 


nean- | 


ishop 


e fellh 
ad heb >Canterbury, on the 22d of September, 1781 : and on the 7th 


> a of June, 1791, he was consecrated Bishop of Norwich in 
ch gp Lambeth Chapel, on the translation of Dr. Bagot to the see 
evi Yof St. Asaph. After he became President of Magdalen Col- 
nded| 2°8e he adhered to the interest of Mr. Jenkinson, (now ear! of 
Wiverpool,) a little to the disturbance of his academical peace. 





* i, Mr. Jenkinson had been one of his contemporaries at Uni- 
, thet : wersity College ; a gentleman, who, from his first appearance 
ae Bn the university, always promised to do something, and to be 
y DE something, beyond other men of his time. It was not possi- 


roe le that two such young men as he and Mr. Horne could be 
near neighbours without being fond of each other’s company. 





a H he friendship once formed, was ever after preserved ; and 
+ his when Mr. Jenkinson, though well known to be of what was 
— hen called the court party. offered himself to represent the 
1900 Jniversity in Parliament, his two friends, the President of 
lev lf Magdalen, and the Master of University College, voted for, 


+p | wim without success, Their departure on this occasion from 


or what was then thought the old and proper interest of the 
waa niversity, brought upon them some animadversions from a 
flice Ue of the warmest advocates on the other side; and little 
the! scurrilous witticisms flew about against there both in the 


Pewspapers 5 which, so far as their own persons were eon- 
5 € 


appointment he held till he was preferred to the Deanry of 
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cerned, had little effect upon either, but that of exciting their! | rhis I 
laughter; and they have often been heard to make them. laid up 
selves merry with several passages of that time. phe gave 

Soon after he was advanced to the Presidentship of Mag. sole p 
dalen College, he married the only daughter of Philip Burj 00°" 
ton, Esq. a lady for whom he always preserved the most inj) & loos 
violate affection. By her he had three daughters ; of whon he me 
the eldest is married to the Rev. Mr. Selby Hele, and “the of mee 
youngest to the Rev. Mr. Hole. The unmarried daugh}) © dise 

















ter resides with Mrs. Horne, at Uxbridge. The for} he des 
mer residence of this family near Windsor, introduced hin said h 
to the acquaintance of -everal great and respectable characf done, 
ters in that neighbourhood, particularly Sir George Howard) he kn 
who received, and may probably have preserved, many @§ 2° kr 
his letters.* able 1 
In the year 1776 he was appointed Vice-Chanceller of thy God : 
University, and continued in that office till October, 1754 BO 
His Vice-chaneellorship introduced him to the acquaintane As 
of Lord North, then Chancellor of the University: a nobles pleas 
man, who, to a fine temper and pleasant wit, bad added suc] place 
good principles and useful learning, that he found in Di spect 
Horne a person exactly suited to his own mind; and I sup if he 
pose it owing to the united interest of Lord North and the ed to 
present Earl of Liverpool, that he was made Dean of cal oF 
terbury. When this happened, he would willingly have i 
quitted his cares at Oxford, and taken up his residence in) a 
Kent, his native county; but that a friend, to whose judg/ terb 
ment he owed respect, would not agree to the prudence off — 
such a step. As for the Dean himself, worldly advantage it 
was no object with him ; he lived as he ought; and, if he ' = 
was no loser at the year’s end, he was perfectly satisfied. ie: 
* I recollect in this place an accident which happened to one of his letters. He! he 
eorresponded formerly with Mr. Price of Epsom, whose lady was the sister of An-fl 
drew Stone, Esq. By a mistake one of these letters fell into the hands of Mr. Stone; @ you 
and it happened to contain some free remarks upon the lives and characters of cour- J £00 


tiers. When this was lamented as an unfortuuate circumstance, “No, no,” said 
Mr. Price, “no misfortune at all—very proper those busy ‘gentlemen in high life § 
should see. what learned men think of them and their situation,” 
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|) This I know, because I have it under bis own hand, that he 
Haid up avthing from his preferments in the Church. What 
She gave away was with such secrecy, that it was supposed by 
some persons to be little ; bat after his death, when the pen- 
sioners, to whom he had deen « -onstant benefactor, rose up, 
i.{) to look about them for some other support, then it began to 
} be known who and how many they were. He complained to one 
4 of his most intimate friends, how much it was out of his way 
to discover such objeets as were worthy and proper, because 
he descended so little into commerce with the world; yet, 
|. said he, let any body show me, in any case, what ought to be 
§ done, and they will always find me ready to doit. So far as 
he knew, he did good ; and often attempted it, when he could 
not know; which is more or less the case with every charit- 
able man. The discernment of objects is the privilege of 
God alone ; who yet doeth good unto all, where we know it 
not. 

As often as he was at Canterbury, his time passed very 
pleasantly: he was in his native county: the families of the 
place and the neighbourhood showed him the greatest re- 
spect, and were delighted with his company and conversation ; 
if he could have indulged himself, with prudence, as he wish- 
ed to do, he would have fixed himself there for the remain- 
der of his life: but he still submitted to the unsettled life of 
a pilgrim, between the two situations of his College and his 
Deanry: with every thing that lay between Oxford and Can- 
terbury he was acquainted, and with little besides. In the 
year 1788 his constitutional infirmities began to increase up- 
on him. «I have been more than ever harrassed, (said he,) 











this year, for four months past, with defluxions on my head He 

and breast; they have driven me to take the benefit of the p°) 

Hf -adington air this charming season*, which, by God’s bles- it q 

sing, will enable me to get clear for the summer, I believe. ih 

> Bat, as T grow older, J shall dread the return of winter. Do | | 
alll you know what could be done in the way of preservative? My i 
es | = good friends of the Chureh wish me to continue here, and en- | i 
k 


life F 4 
5; * The letter isdatcd May 20, 1788. 
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gage to do the business of the midsummer chapter without : 


me. Iam urged to get once more upon a horse—as much 


like an ass as possible. Long disuse hath now been added to 


aa original awkwardness: however, by keeping toa gentle 


pace. I shall avoid going off, as you remember it was my hap|},; 


ouce to do, like a frog from a board.” 


The visiting of some watering-place, Brighthelmstone, or/@ 


Ransgate, for the benefit of sea-bathing, had often been of 
great service to him. But notwithstanding all that could be 


dove, he grew old faster than his years would account for] 
being now only in his fifty-seventh year: so that when a de ‘ 
sign was formed of making him a bishop, he felt himself by 
no means inclined to undertake the charge of so weighty an/ 
office ; and it was not till after much reasoning with himself, 


that he was prevailed upon to accept it. I do not remember, @ 


that I ever took upon me, while this affair was depending, to} 


throw in one werd of advice, for it or against it ; but rather 


that I left all things to work, as Providence should direct.* § 


It was a sineere afiliction to me, when I attended him at, 


Norwich, to see how his limbs began to failhim. The pal- 
ace there is entered by a large flight of steps ; on which he 
observed, one day,** Alas! I am come to these steps, at a 
time of life, when T ean neither go up them nor down them 
with safety... However, ke resisted his infirmities with a 
degree of resolution. Tle accustomed himself to walk early 
in the garden by my persuasion; and assented to it, in his 
pleasant way, with these words: «* Mr. William,” (for so it 
had been his custom to eall me for many years.) «I have 
heard you say, that the air of the morning is a dram to the 





————— —- --—~—=— 





* Very soon after the nomination of dean Horne to the see of Norwich, a clergy- 
man of that city calling upon a clergyman of the city of London, said to him, “ Re- 
pot tellsus that the Dean of Canterbury is to be our Bishop.” “ Yes,” said the Lon- 
flo, clergyman, “so Lhear, and Tam glad of it, for he will make a truly Christian 
bishop.’— Indeed ! replicd the other; well, Ido not know him myself, being a 
Cambridge man; but it is currently reported at Norwieh, that he is a Methodist.” 
—The same clergyman, when he became aequainted with his bishop, was much de- 
lighted with him; and afterwards lamented his death as a great loss to the Christian 
Whureh in general, and tu the diocese of Norwielrin particular. 
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thout Gnind: I will rise to-morrow and take a dram.” That the 
much Breulties of his mind did not fail, in the way it was imagined, 
led to %o longas he remained at Norwich, I could show by the con- 
senile Aents of the last letter he wrete to me, within a few weeks of 






Dis death ; in which there is the same humour and spirit as 
[ ad distinguished him ia the prime of his life. That he was 
Mot subject to fits of weakness in his mind, I do not say; he 
ould not persevere in a train of thought, as he used to do, 
t applied himse!f by short intervals, as his ability would 
rmit; and in that way he could execute more than we 
ould have expected from him, under his bodily intirmities. 
‘om two visits ‘o Bath he had received sensible benefit, and 
as meditating a third, when I left him in the autumn of 
791, which he had been requested not to defer too long. At 
departure from Norwich, he carried me in his coach about 
miles ; and we conversed by the way on the subject of 
Charge, of which his mind was fall, and which he was 
ien beginning to print. When I had made him a promise 
> meet him during his next visit at Bath, he set me down at 
odden, and I betook myself to my horses. That moment 
| forever dwell, like a black spot, upon the mind, in which 



















> pal- 
th he 





at @ W@ had the last sight of a beloved friend. After this parting 
them Pjever saw him more. His company I can now seek only 
ith a GR his writings; which are almost my daily delight. His 
early rney to Bath, contrary to the persuasion of his friends, 
in his fs deferred too long. Yet he had still such remaining vig- 
$0 it in his mind, that he did not intend to make his visit to 
have h an idle one; but selected from bis manuscript sermons 
fo the (@ufficient number to compose a volume, and took them with 
» intending to employ a printer at Bath upon them. To 
rey he was partly encouraged by an observation his good and 
“Re. Mectionate lady had made upon him, from the experience of 
1c Lon- @eral years, that he never seemed to be so well as when he 
=" printers about him; of which she had even then seen a 
odist.” Mking example at Norwich. But, alas! while he was up- 
en de- he road, he suffered a paralytick stroke. and. though ve- 
ristian 


All, finished his journey. Mrs. Horne after this wrote me 
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a letter full of hope, that, as the Bishop could walk to the 
pump-room daily, he would still recover ; in consequence of 
which, I went with some courage to London, intending to go 
on from thence to Bath, but was informed, as soon as Larriy- 
ed in town, that he was not expected to continue many days; 
and the next day brought us the melancholy news of his 
death. 

My worthy friend and pleasant companion, the Rey, 
Charles Millard, hischapiain, was with him at Bath, and was 
Witness to many affecting passages which happened toward his 
latter end. Bad as he was, if Mrs. Horne entered the roon, 
he spoke to her with bis usual cheerfulness ; although a stv 
por commonly oppressed him, under which his mind wander. 
ed, and his speech was confused: but from what could be u- 
derstood, his thoughts were always at work upon some hear. 
enly subject. When it was proposed that the holy comme. 
nion should be administered to him by his chaplain, « By a 
means,” said he, * you cannot do a better thing.” In thi 
service he joined with great devotion, and whenit was ended, 
“Now,” said he, « I am blessed indeed !” | 


The annexed letter from Mrs. Salmon, one of the Bishop’s attendants, gives ac 
eumstantial account of his death 


This morning at 20 minutes past two o’elock, our dew 
tord departed this life. He died, as he lived, a saint indeed 
He had not been able for some days to express himself eles 
ly ; but yesterday, when Mr. Selby read prayers, he join 
with him, and repeated the Lord’s prayer with as much cor 
posure as ever he did in his life. After that he received tle 
sacrament with my mistress and the ladies, Mr. Millard, Mr 
Selby, Gilbert, and myself. And when that was over, be 
said, «* Mow I am blessed indeed /”’—All was peace, and joi 
and comfort within. He blessed us all severally, and thanké 
us for all we had done. Lad you seen him bolstered up, ble 
sing his children, and speaking comfort to his wife, in th 
hope and trust of their meeting again, you would never havf 


forgotit. Lam sure I never shall; nor do I wish it. W# 
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have reason to think that he did not suffer at last, as he 
went off without a groan, and has still a smile upon his face, 
as if he was alive. He is to be buried at Eltham. I ean 
write no more though I have more to say. Your good mas- 
ter may like to hear how he departed. I hope you will read 
this to him, though it is scarcely to be understood. I can- 
not say more. 


Your’s affectionately, 
E, SALMON. 








FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


On Liberality of Sentiment. 
No. II. 


THE considerations which should prompt us to the culti- 
vation of Liberality of Sentiment—that christian charity 
which the apostle calls the bond of perfectness, are nume- 
rous and weighty. 

The first arises from the unreasonableness of expecting 
that all men will ever, in Nhis world be perfeetly united in 
opinion on the doctrines of our religion. There are very few 
points in political, natural, or moral philosophy, or in any 
branch of science in which all are agreed. And ean we ex- 
pect it to be otherwise in the doctrines of our faith? In the 
permission of heaven, that there should be this great diver- 
sity of opinion, we may observe the utmost wisdom. Was 
there a perfect agreement on all important subjects, there 
would not be that eagerness to come at the truth, that thirst 
for mental improvement, that fondness for intellectual exer- 
tion, all which contribute so much to the advantage of the 
world, and the glory of God. That this is a sound view of 


the subject appears from matter of fact. The Apostles 


themselves were not agreed in all matters. We read that 
they had sharp contention$, arising no doubt from their dif- 
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ferent constitutions and modes of thinking; but still. we have 
the most ample testimony that the greatest affection an( 
‘good will prevailed among them. While we are informed! 
that they sometimes differed in opinion, we are told that the. 
admiration of the world was, see how these christians lox 
one another. ‘ 
To expect that all men should think alike, would be quite 
as urfreasonable, as to expect them alike in appearance, 
Though it is true that human nature is the same, in a gen? 
eral sense—that all alike are fallen and corrupted—that all 
are more or less liable to be influenced by the same evil pro” 
pensities ; yet we see that men have different degrees of men] 
tal as well as bodily temperament.—The appetite that oper. 
ates strongly in one man, is perhaps weak in another, whi 
may nevertheless be influenced by a passion quite as power! 
ful, and perhaps more injurious to society. One may flatter! 


himself that he is neither a glutton, nor a drunkard, but, atl 


the very moment he may be guilty of a greater sin thar 


either, in the indulgence of envy, or spiritual pride. 4 


The idea of perfect agreement in matters of religion is not = 


Jess absurd than the expectation that all men should be af) 
fected by the same diseases, or that the same medicines) 
should accomplish cures, alike in all. We see different dis.) a 
positions unfolding themselves even from the eradle. We 
have different degrees of intellectual endowment, and well . 
grow up under different modes of education. All these ne- 
cessarily produce different views and habits of thinking. — It) 
therefore becomes the part of a reasonable man and a™ 
christian, to take things as they are; to view the world as it | 
is, and not as it might have been. 
The consequence of requiring perfect union of opinion was 
most fatally proved under the dominion of the Church of § 
Rome in her powerful days. She required exact agreement 
in all. Her head the Pope claimed infallibility, and the 
grossest ignorance and superstition followed. Hence when — 
this infallibility began to be doubted, by the intrepid Luther, | 
and the human mind, after ages of slumber, came to exert | 
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itself in the pursuit of truth, nothing could equal the bitter- 
ness and fury of the Romish power. 

Experience therefore, we see teaches, that we are not to 
expect a perfect agreement in opinion ; nor is this required 
in the saered seriptures. St. Paul in his epistle to the Ro- 
mans saith, Gad grant you to be like minded one towards 
another. THe does not say like minded er of like opinion, 
relative to things ans doctrines, but he evidently means well 
disposed and affectionate towards each other. When St. 
Prier exhorts be ye all of one mind, he does not mean a pas- 
sive subseription to whatever doctrines may be proposed, but 
as he continues to explain himself, fo have compassion one 
of another, to be pitiful, to be courteous. 

A second consideration that should prompt us to the culti- 
vation of Liberality of Sentiment, arises from the different 
spheres of duty in which men are providentially placed, 
The multiplied relations of men necessarily produce a diver- 
sity of duties and pursuits. These all have their peculiar 
difficulties and temptations. The humble and uninformed 
peasant, whose reading does not extend beyond his bible, 
though he may be well acquainted with that, and an eminent 
christian, is not able to enter into the feelings er to under- 
stand in the least, the toils and troubles of him who devotes 
his time to the investigation of subjects highly important to 
the world. The man in humble and retired life, who never 
concerns himself in affairs of government, and perhaps knows 
not the names of the kingdoms that exist, is as incompetent 
to judge of the anxiety, the fatigue and exposure of the ru- 
ler and statesman as he is to decide upon the wisdom of their 
conduct. The private christian can have but a very limited 
conception of what passes in the mind of a minister of the 
altar. Ilow his bosom is sometimes agitated under a sense 
of his vast responsibility—what are the difficulties and vexa- 
tions which oppose themselves before him-——how frequently 
his feelings are wounded—his heart distressed—how he is 
perplexed in his preparations to instruct his people ;—on all 
these, and many other points, those who are not in the office 
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eannot judge. Similar observations might be extended te 
all ranks in life. Every situation has its appropriate con- 
cerns, its feelings and duties. The demands of christianity 
and the dictates of generosity and candour are that we should 
be very cautious and deliberate in our judgments of those 
who move in different spheres from ourselves, and into whose 
feelings and views it is not possible for us to enter. The 
wealthy have their difficulties, their perplexities and dan- 
gers. ‘I'o the illiberal aud narrow-minded, they may appear 
in the commission of heinous offences, while with perfec! in- 
nocence, and with grateful hearts they are enjoying the 
bounties of providence. The poor have their weaknesses and 
temptations—while the rich are in danger of forgeting tie 
author of their comforts and of indulging themselves beyond 
the bounds of moderation, discontent and envy are the dan- 
gers to which the poor are exposed. And he is but an im- 
perfect observer who does not see that the different classes 
of society are about equal, as to their good and bad qualities 
and practices. Impropriety and iniquity in the great, the 
wealihy andthe fashionable, excite more notice, because they 
are more splendidly adorned. In the lower walks of life 
they are not the less pernicious because they are more con- 
cealed. Here they do not consist indeed in splendid equip- 
age and sumptuous entertainment ; but who does not know 
that there is as much sin in the indulgence of envy, in the 
malicious sareasm, in the wilful slander, in the vain boast of 
spiritual pride, as in any thing else ? 

I mean not to apologize for any improprieties. In the 
elevated ranks there is enough to be reformed, and would to 
heaven the due amendment might be seen; butat the same 
time the more humble in appearance, perhaps not less hum- 
ble in their feelings, have their own sins, and of those sufli- 
cient to occupy their own attention. The knowledge of 
these facts ought to lead all persons to the cultivation of 
Liberality of Sentiment towards all men. 

Further considerations will be urged in a subsequent num- 
ber. R. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


[The following article is longer than we mean often to admit at once, into our miscel- 
lany We were unwilling however to interrupt the effect of its perusal by dividing 
it, and have therefore resolved to present it entire, to our readers ; and we can sot 
avoid expressing the desire we feel, that they should none of them be deterred by 
its iength from reading it with the strictest attention. From the interest we have 
taken inthe perusal of this able review, and the advantage we have derived, we 
are led to believe that no reader of the Churchman’s Magazine will consider this 
an unprofitable tax upon his time. ] 


A New Directory for Nonconformist Churches: containing free Remarks on thei 
Mode of Public Worship, and a Plan for the Improvement of it; with occasional 
Notes on various Tropies of general Interest to Protestant Dissenters : respectful- 
ly addressed to Dissenting Ministers, of all Denominations, and to Tutors of 
Academies. London: Johnson, 1812. 


PHILOSOPHERS did not fora considerable period diseoy- 
er that even the most regular of the heavenly bodies moved 
in nearly circular orbits round a common centre. It isa 
still more recent discovery, that the more irregular bodies 
follow something of the same law, and return, after a pre- 
scribed period, to the spot whence they set out. But even 
now philosophers do not seem to have recognised what, nev- 
ertheless, we, who are no philosophers, venture to assert ; 
that opinions aiso very commonly obey a like law, move also 
in their orbits, and, after a period not precisely determined, 
return to the very point whence they originally diverged. 
Many facts might be adduced to verify this theory; but we 
think none more striking or determinate than that supplied 
by the publication of the volume before us. Of this we shall 
proceed to give some account. 

At the period of the Reformation, the whole, or nearly 
the whole, mass of our serious population thought well of 
forms and liturgies ; admitted the solemnity of much of the 
Romish ritual; worshipped with delight in the devout 
prayers conveyed through many ages by the Chureh of Rome ; 
and found in many of her ceremonies a charm to fix the wan- 
dering mind, to warm the frozen feclings, and to inspire that 
harmony of soul which produces the nearest resemblance of 


Review of a new Directory for Noneonformist Churches. 399 
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the church above. Thus far all rolled on in the proper path 
and wheeled round a common centre. But at Geneva, and 
to her parts of the continent, whither the blood-thirsty Mary 
had banished our countrymen, they began to diverge from 
their orbit, to soar info new skies and visit undiscovered re- 
gions, On their return to Eugland, they found many unqui- 
et spirits, whom the excesses of Mary, according to the ordi- 
nary operation of excess, had driven into excesses of an op- 
posite kind. A coalition naturally took place, and by de- 
grees the whole body obtained the name of Puritans. To 
much piety they added a superstitious fear and intemperate 
abhorrence of Popery. Smarting from its perseeuting lash, 
they deemed it a primary duty to suffer no vestige of it to 
remain; and, as it were, to sow the razed city with salt. 
They conceived that its spirit occupied the smallest particle 


of its forms ; that if a single * seed” were cast into English 


ground, it would spring into a “ great tree ;” or if a single 


é¢stone”’ of it was moulded into the new chureh, it would 
become a “ great mountain,” and overwhelm the edifice it 
was designed to uphold. It was now indeed but a «little 
cloud,” but that eloud would soon darken the face of the 
heavens, and empty its vial of wrath upon a ruined land. 
We have no predilection for Popery, and Jeast of all for that 
phase of it which shed ‘its disastrous light” upon this 
country in the reign of Queen Mary. Weare sensible, also, 
that some of its furms were se incerporated with its errors, 
that, like the renowned ‘Purkey carpets, they must have con- 
veyed, into whatever church they were introduced, the 
plague of their country. But still we consider that our 
Reformers had cautions!y marked these pestiferous forms ; 
had separated them from (he rest; and had merely retain- 
ed what, as far as human wisdom could judge, might be se- 
eurely retained. Our church, in our view of: it, was just so 
@oustitufed as to attract the doubting Papist, and satisfy the 
devout Protestant. lis first fathers assumed to. themselves 
the title, not of « apostles” ef anew faith, but reformers of 
an oldone; and they left enough of the old chureh to verify 
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‘he modesty of their pretensions. They felt that what is old 
js always preferable to what is new in religion, till the defeet 
of the old can be proved ; both because the evils of the old 
sre already ascertained, whilst those of the new are not ; 
“and because, by associating antiquity with religion, the mind 

ransfers to religion the natural homage it pays to age. But 
Well this was unfelt by the Puritans. To pull down and to anni- 
Lite, was the crusade of the day ; and to be free from pope- 
y, with them, was to be near to God. The hurricane, thus 
excited, strengthened in its course ; and, at length swept 
he chureh and the throne from their foundation. Too much 
pf the same superstition survived the Usurpation. Grave 
Jen dreaded a surplice, as children doa ghost. To bow at 
he name of Jesus, to make the sign of the cross, to kneel at 
he sacrament, was to deseerate the most sacred ordinances, 
0 extinguish the fire of the altar, to shut up the way to the 
merey-seat. Weare now describing the more violent party. 
ut who has not stood astonished, to see an Owen and a Bax- 
er seized to a considerable extent with this virulent endem- 
e, and brandishing their mighty rapiers, like A¢neas among 
he ghests, at these aerial nothings? But mark, now, the 
evolution of opinions. Inthe sensible, serious volume be- 
ore us, we have such an exposure of the evils of puritanic 
Hliscipline as might content the highest churchman ; and an 
organized attempt to engraft the service of our once-called 
‘popish church, upon the dissenting system. Are we dispos- 
‘ed to indulge an unmanly triumph at this re-churehing of 
bur dissenting brethren? God forbid! Their piety, their 
zeal, their truly apostolic labours in many fields, and espe- 
cially in the cause of that society which will do more good 
to religion than their worst enemies have suspected them of 
ideing evil ; the modesty with which they have carried their 
honours, and the meekness with which they have borne their 

insults, leave us impressed towards them with the strongest 
ifeelings of benevolence and regard. But, still, we cannot 
j help noticing this rotatory movement in opinion, as a singu- 
j far feature in.the history of mind; and thanking God, that 
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the church above. Thus far all rolled on in the proper path 
and wheeled round a common centre. But at Geneva, and 
to her parts of the continent, whither the blood-thirsty Mary 
had banished our countrymen, they began to diverge from 
their orbit, to soar info mew skies and visit undiscovered re- 
gions, On their return to England, they found mapy unqui- 
et spirits, whom the excesses of Mary, according to the ordi- 
nary operation of excess, had driven into excesses of an op.- 
posite kind. A coalition naturally took place, and by de- 
grees the whole body obtained the name of Puritans. To 
much piety they added a superstitious fear and intemperate 
abhorrence of Popery. Smarting from its perseeuting lash, 
they deemed it a primary duty to suffer no vestige of it to 
remain; and, as it were, to sow the razed city with salt. 
They conceived that its spirit occupied the smallest particle 
of its forms ; that if a single * seed” were cast into English 
ground, it would spring into a “ great tree ;’”’ or if a single 
ésstone” of it was moulded into the new ehureh, it would 
become a “ great mountain,” and overwhelm the edifice it 
was designed to uphold. It was now indeed buta «little 
cloud,” but that eloud would soon darken the face of the 
heavens, and empty its vial of wrath upon a ruined land. 
We have no predilection for Popery, and least of all for that 
phase of it which shed * its disastrous light” upon this 
country in the reign of Queen Mary. Weare sensible, also, 
that some of its forms were so incorporated with its errors, 
that, like the renowned ‘Turkey carpets, they must have con- 
veyed, into whatever church they were introduced, the 
plague of their country. But still we consider that our 
Reformers had cautions!y marked these pestiferous forms ; 
had separated them from the rest; and had merely retain- 
ed what, as far as human wisdom could judge, might be se- 
eurely reiained. Our church, in our view of: it, was just so 
@oustituted as fo attract the doubting Papist, and satisfy the 
devout Protestant. fis first fathers assumed to themselves 
the title, not of « apostles” ef anew faith, but reformers of 
an oldone; and they left enough of the old church to verify 
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| the modesty of their pretensions. They felt that what is old 

is always preferable to what is new in religion, till the defeet 
‘ef the old can be proved ; both because the evils of the old 
‘are already ascertained, whilst those of the new are not ; 
"and beeause, by associating antiquity with religion, the mind 
“wansfers to religion the natural homage it pays to age. But 
all this was unfelt by the Puritans. To pull down and to anni- 
hilte, was the erusade of the day ; and to be free from pope- 
ry, with them, was to be near to God. ‘The hurricane, thus 
excited, strengthened in its course ; and, at length swept 

the church and the throne from their foundation, Too much 
dof the same superstition survived the Usurpation. Grave 
'men dreaded a surplice, as children doa ghost. T’o bow at 
‘the name of Jesus, to make the sign of the cross, to kneel at 
Jihe sacrament, was to deseerate the most sacred ordinances, 
‘to extinguish the fire of the altar, to shut up the way to the 
“mercy-seat. We are now describing the more violent party. 
*But who has not stood astonished, to see an Owen and a Bax- 
ter seized to a considerable extent with this virulent endem- 


Hic, and brandishing their mighty rapiers, like Ai neas among 


‘the ghosts, at these aerial nothings? But mark, now, the 
revolution of opinions. Inthe sensible, serious volume be- 
fore us, we have such an exposure of the evils of puritanic 
discipline as might content the highest churchman ; and an 
Dorganized attempt to engraft the service of our once-called 
; )popish church, upon the dissenting system. Are we dispos- 
Jed to indulge an unmanly triumph at this re- -churehing of 
‘our dissenting brethren? God forbid! Their piety, their 
» zeal, their truly apostolic labours in many fields, and espe- 
» cially in the cause of that society which will do more good 
to religion than their worst enemies have suspected them of 
) doing evil ; the modesty with which they have carried their 
) honours, al the meekness with which they have borne their 
/ insults, leave us impressed towards them with the strongest 
» feelings of benevolence and regard. But, still, we cannot 
Y help noticing this rotatory movement in opinion, as a singu- 
| lar feature in.the history of mind; and thanking God, that 
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any one bar to union with such men appears to be weakened, 
It is, besides, our confident hope and persuasion, that the 
undue alarm and abhorrence excited by forms, is not the 
only pillar of separatism which is giving way. Enlightened 
men are beginning to discover, that in the * conferences of 
the Savoy”? there were faults on both sides; that if some 
granted too little, others asked too much; that the « Act of 
Uniformity” was the joint offspring of bigotry and inneva- 
tion; that Clarendon and Sheldon had some virtues, and 
Baxter and Bates some faults.) Why may we not hope. then, 
that some other opinions will also run their circles ; and 
that a sort of node, or intersecting and uniting point, in our 
various orbits, will at length be found ? 

The mere title and intreduction to the volume before us, 
has suggested these observations ; but the work itself is too 
importanta document to be yet laid aside. Though it is 
addressed exclusively of churchmen, we are sure the ingen- 
jous and manly authors will not object to churchmen read- 
ing, quoting, and freely discussing it.—There are, then, three 
topics to which it chiefly ealls our attention, and upon each 
of these we shall pretty fully enter: 4st. The defects ac- 
knowledged bythe auihors in the dissenting ferm of worship. 
2d. The alledged defects in that of the Establishment. 3d. 
The substitute proposed for both. ; 

On the jirst topic, the authors are sufficiently full; and 
we shall suffer them here to be exclusively the narrators. 
In speaking ef the delivery of extemporary prayers, it is 
said— 

“It is a matter of notoriety, that some worthy ministers 
among us sometimes appear, at least, to be so much embar- 
rassed, as to oceasion their hearers to be in pain for them, 
lest they should be obiiged to stop. In this case, the devo- 
tion of the people will be interrupted, as that of the minister 
must necessarily be ; who cannot be considered as praying 


so properly as making aprayer. And the same, indeed, may 


be remarked of others, who, though they do not commit any 
gross blunders in speech, nor often recal their words, yet 
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speak so slow, and with such a degree of stiffness and for- 

ned, | wality. as to indieate that their minds are more occupied in 

the | studying their language, than in exercising the devout fecl- 
the gigs Of the heart.” p. 23. 

«It is also observable,” they add, “ that the prayers of ma- 


ned 
s of @ay different ministers are so much alike, that they seem as if 

| 
ome they had been borrowed from some commen form. ‘The 


t of @ same Common place phrases (and some of them very quaint 


yvy. Bones) perpetually occur ; as likewise certain peculiar Serip- 1} 


and @ ture allusions, not of the most proper or intelligible kind.”* 


en, p. 26. « ; 
and The authors next denounce a more elaborate species of ex- 


our @ ¢mporary prayers. 

“The writer of this note recolleets hearing in London, a 
us, @ccrtain popular preacher from the country, now deceased, 
too vio. in praying before the sermon of one of his brethen, gave 
| jg along dissertation on the evil of sin; which he illustrated by 
en. |umerating the misehiefs it has done in the creation—ex- 
ad. @pelling the angels from heaven, turning our first parents out 
yee 9 Paradise, bringing a universal deluge on the earth, over- 


rch, BMrning eities and kingdoms, &e. It was all ingenious and 

ac. @tiking, but it was not prayer.” p. 27. 

vip. J They next record a striking anecdote from Dr. Mapletoft. 

3d. «It may serve to set some people right in this matter,” 
i.e. the dissenting mode of prayer) “ to reflect upon the in- 





nd Bgcnueus confession, made by one who had been much admir- 
ys, (eland followed for his talent in praying extempore. Hay- 
is ga prayer read to him, which had been a good time be- 
fore taken from his mouth in short-hand, and being asked 
spss judgment of it, found so many absurd and indecent ex- 
re = @tessions, that when he was told, He was the man who had 
m, |edit, he begged God’s pardon for his former bold pre- 
'O- - 
er ‘ : ; : is. Pak ‘ 
Among various other such allusions, very common with a certain class of dissen- 
ns ets, we have been struck with the following, in praying for ministers: “ Let their 
ay abide in strength. Let them hear the sound of their Master’s feet hehind 
ny em, Give them many souls for their hire.” 
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sumption and folly, and resolved never more to offend in this 
kind, but to pen, first of all, the prayers he should use 
hereafter in public.” p. 29. 

Having noticed the more general defects of extemporary 


prayer, they come next to * some exceptionable things theyf 


themselves have witnessed ;”” and here they begin by an. 


nouncing in a note their intention to pass over those injudif 


cious and indecent expressions, and indelicate allusions to Serip 
ture, “sometimes to be found in the prayers chiefly of illite. 
rate’ ministers: sé that even they do not bring some of the 
most condemning witnesses into coprt. After this declaratio 
they proceed. 


The “principal object,” they say, of the pravers of som® 
p P 4) y say pra) 


is, that * such immediate communications may be made t 
the whole assembly, as there is no scriptural warrant or 
tional ground to expect at any time: and particularly th 
the discourse about to be delivered (which is represented ; 
the chief object of the meeting) may be productive of si 
instantaneous effects, as would be seareely less than mirac 
lous.” p. 35. 

«‘In the intercessory part of prayer for the public, so 
well-meaning men, not content with such general reques 


to the supreme and wise Ruler of the universe, as best ky 
eome his ignorant ereatures 5 are prone to introduce the 
own exposition of public measures and evenis, and fo i 
plore such interpositions of Providence as accord with thé 
own narrow Views.” p. 36. 

«It is a matter of great delicacy for ministers to intr 
duce, as some are ever prone to do, their own personal ¢ 
domestic concerns into the public devotions, or to speak | 
themselves at all.” p. 37. 

«‘Some are apt to be too minute in particularising st! 
eases; and have been known to enlarge so much on the ¢* 
cumstances of some individuals, distinguished either by th 
wealth or their influenee, as has had the appearance of part 
ality; and their mode of expression has been liable to |! 


charge of the grossest flattery. This is highly reprehen* 
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ble. But how much more so is it in Christian ministers, 


iwhen addressing the Almighty, to throw out bitter reproofs, 
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for sareastic reflections, on any of their fellow Christians, 
»whether present or absent, on account of either obnoxicus 


sentiments, or suspicious conduct. Yet, we are sorry to say, 


‘we have known ministers ready on all occasions in this way 
to indulge their angry passions, and that even towards their 


own brethren.” p. 38. 
«* Next comes a very important admission seconded by a 
quotation from Mr. Bennet. 


‘© 1f any further proof he wanting we think it worthy of 


serious Observation, that, notwithstanding the great stress 
which the dissenters generally lay upon extemporary prayer, 
few of them comparatively seem actually to join init; the 
greater part discovering no signs of devotion during the ser- 
vice: in which respects serious church people appear to be 
the most exemplary. Lest we should incur the charge of 
undue severity. we will borrow the words of an unexceptiona- 
ble writer on this head. ‘The pious Mr. Bennet, an eminent 
dissenting minister, in a postbumous discourse of joining in 
public prayer, expresses himself thus : * There is nothing, I 


japprehend, we are more generally defective in, than in per- 


forming this part of religious worship. That careless air which 
sits upon the face ofa congregation shews how little they know 
of the matter, and how few seriously join in public prayer. 
Sume gaze about them ; others fallasleep; others fix their 


Heyes on the minister.” p. 47. 


In page 56, we have another strong passage to the same effect. 
«They (the Dissenters) too generally seem to look upon 


prayer as the least important part of their business in the 
house of God; and some of them regard it as little more 


than an introduction to the sermon, which they consider as 

the chief object for which they assemble. Aceordingly, 

they seldom speak of going to worship, but usually to hear 

thisor the other preacher. And in most of our congrega- 

trons. it ts enstomary for great numbers to absent themselves 
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til] after worship is begun, and not a few till the chief pray. 
ers are nearly ended. Many seem to think, that if they are 
in time to hear the text, they are early enough. In regard 
to the importance of prayer, the ideas of serious church peo- 
ple seem generally the most correct.” 

The authors soon after pass to the subject of the Serip- 
tures. Ina note (p. 80.), we havea proof that, as extremes 
will often meet, so the opposite poles of Popery and Dissent 
sometimes meet on the common ground of neglecting the 
Seriptures. 

«‘ Though, in the Presbyterian churches,* the Seriptures 
were universally read ; by the strict Independents and Bap- 
tists, they were generally excluded. Half a century ago, 
there was seareely one society of these denominations in 
London, where the reading of a chapter in the Bible would 
have been tolerated ; and, in most of their meetings in the 
country (though almost half the people could not read), it 
would have been considered as a mark of heteredoxy for a 
minister to read the Bible to them!” 

Again, p. 107 : 

‘‘ It is matter of concern and surprise, that at these vil- 
lage-lectures the Scriptures are seldom or ever read, even 
by those ministers who constantly read them in their own 
congregations.” 

They soon after touch upon the Psalmody of dissenting 
congregations. 

In some instances it has been known, that the person who 
has had the direction of the psalmody, has made choice of a 
psalin or bymn to express his own sentiments on a point of 
doctrine, and even to convey a censure on certain individuals 
present, whom he deemed erroneous in judgment, or faulty 
in practice. And some have been known im this way to tes- 





* This must refer to the Presbyterian churches in England; forin the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Scotland the public reading of Seripture is entirely omitted. 
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tifv their disapprobation of the sermon which they have been 
hearing.”’* p 128. 

They then urge their brethren to stand in singing, and 
next condemn their standing in prayer. On this subject the 
note shews the candour and good sense of the writers. 

“It is sometimes urged as an objection against kneeling in 
dissenting meeting houses, ‘that our pews are not wide 
enough to admit of this pesture ’’? To this it is answered: 
Many of them certainly are ; and the others in general are as 
wide as those in many churches and chapels, where no diffi- 
sulty is felt, by reason of a good contrivance for kneeling 
high. By adopting this, sufficient convenience might easily 
be made for kneeling in our narrowest seats. But it is not, 
we apprehend, the want of convenience that is the true reason 
with most dissenters against kneeling in public prayer; but 
~ather an aversion to alter an old custom which, we fear, ori- 
ginated in the narrow principle of avoiding every thing like 
eonformity. And yet Dissenters in general kneel in family 
worship, which renders their aversion to it in public the more 
inexcusable.” p, 142. 

Such then is the picture given by several wise and candid 
Dissenters, * residing in three different counties,” of the de- 
fects in their frame of worship, and of the consequences re- 
sulting from these defects. We now ask, confidently, Can 
any statement more powerfully confirm our first propositions 
on the cireumvolution of opinions ? And is it not in the high- 
est degree satisfactory, to the perhaps wavering Churchman, 
to contrast these candid acknowledgements with the language 
of the address from Sion House in 1660, wherein the petition- 
ers earnestly begged, that « Kneeling at the sacrament might 
not be imposed ; and that the surplice, and the cross in baptism, 
and the bowing at the name of Jesus, rather than Christ, or 





* When a certain popular preacher appeared in a London pulpit, after he was sup- 
posed to have deviated from the orthodox faith, respeeting the person of Christ, the 
clerk gave out the $lst hymn of Dr. Watts’ B. ii, engtled, “ God the Son equal with 
the Father.” 


a er eg 





ON eS Looe 


— 


4 ee 


if 


40 Review of a new Directory for 


Emanuel, might be abolished ?” Is it not alse striking, that 
when the whole of the Noneenformist ebjections to discipline 
were in the close of the conference atthe Savoy, in 1664, con- 
solidated and reduced to eight, seven of these should have re- 
laied to forms. of all or most which the judicious authors 
of this New Directory would probably not disapprove ? 
There are three evils noticed in the above statement of de- 
fects in the dissenting frame of worship, of so serious a nature, 
that those who wish well to religion cannot fail to be deeply 
impressed by them, viz. the degradation of religion, the in- 
aitention in public worship, and the low estimate of the im- 
portance of prayer. We shall afterwards, perhaps, have oc- 
easion to return to some of these points ; but, in the mean 
time it is impossible not to remark, that they constitute a 
mass of evil for which an equipoise of good is not easily to be 
found. «“ Ecclesia vero est imago celestium, says St. Am- 
brose. Can we reatily conceive a service, either thus con- 
stituted, or thus east at random upon the talents, wisdom, 
or piety of those who administer it, as likely, in many instan- 
ees so refieet * the image of heaven?” « Then,” says Hook- 
er, with his asual eloquenee, «* ave the public duties of reli- 
gion best ordered when the miilitant church deth resemble, 
by sensible means, as it may in such cases, that hidden dig- 
nity and glory wherewith the charch triumphant in heaven is 
beautified.” Eariy in life (if cur own personal experience 
may, without presumption, be stated) we remember to have 
been struck with these features of dissenting worship. We 
found that religion was in danger of sufferiag from the pov- 
erty and meanness of her ceremonial. And we actually saw, 
in the wandering eyes, even of pious individuals, that extem- 
porary prayer had, in the long run, a tendency to extinguish 
the spirit of prayer in a congregation.  Llow widely differ- 
ent this, from the prostration of body and devotion ef soul ig 
prayer discovered in the early assemblies of Christians !— 
66 Ad domos currimus, eorpora humi sternimus, mixtis eum 
fietu gaudiis supplicamas’—* We run to the temples, 
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we prostrate our bodies on the ground, and, with mixed 


‘emotions of joy and penitential sorrow, we supplicate ?” Is 


not this the spirit we .should cultivate? is it not thus God 
loves to be honoured? Can the animation of the hymn or 
the sermon be substituted for this? Is not the house of 
God emphatically called a “ heuse of prayer?” Are not all 
other religious exercises but means to an end, while commu- 
nion with God in prayer is itself an end—a glorious end? Is 
not such communion a fitness for heaven? If, in fine, the 
spirit of prayer is extinguished, is not the glory of the tem- 
ple deparied ? 

But we shall now turn to the second point to be examined, 
viz. “ the alledged defects of the Church of England. Here, 
also, we shall allow the authors to speak for themselves. 
Some of the positions by which the Liturgy of the Estab- 
lishment is affected, assail it direetly, and some by implica- 
tion. We shall not only give specimens of both; but endea- 
vour, as in duty and affection hound, to supply the sort of 
brief reply to them which our space admits. 

The first allegation against all precomposed forms of 
prayer is thus expressed: «* We cannot find that either mode 
(the preeomposed or the extemporary) is absoluiely enjoin- 
ed in the word of God.” Now it certainly cannot be affirm- 
ed, that a complete public service is in any part of Scripture 
supplied by God to His church. But this may be affirmed, 
that sufficient parts of « liturgy are supplied to vindicate the 
adoption of a whole. Take, for example, the Lord’s Prayer, 
or the blessing appointed to be pronounced by Aaron upon 
the people: « Ye shall bless them, saying, ‘The Lord bless 
thee and keep thee,” &c. Certain it is, also, that the Jews 
tnderstood the employment of a liturgy to be agreeable to 
the appointment of God ; and employed a liturgy, made up 
of hymns borrowed from Scripture, and both prayers and 
songs of human composition. Thus, also, do the early Chris- 
tians appear to have understood the will of (heir master ; 
for if our liturgy now perpetuates any heresies, they are 
those of the earliest and best ages of christianity, to whom 
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we owe much, both of our liturgical sentiments and of 
the language in which those sentiments are conveyed. With 
such facts, then, in the face of the above assertion of these 
authors, it should not, we think have been made slightly, or 
without some qualification. Perhaps indeed an admission of 
their own, in a subsequept page, is a sufficient refutation of 
it: «* What,” they justly ask, “ are many of the psalms of 
David, but pre-composed petitions to the King of Kings, 
which the pious author intended to be offered for himself and 
his people?” p. 411. Now, was this intention the dictate of 
the Holy Spirit, or was it not? The pious authors would not 
like to say that it was not; and if it was, the point is 
settled. 

We soon come to a note (p. 54), designed to obviate any un- 
generous triumph which churchmen might indulge after the 
very candid confession of the disadvantages of an extemporary 
service. 

‘‘ Lest any bigetied enemy to the dissenters should take 
advantage of the above free animadversions, to reproach 
them as a body, we must subjoin a caution against too great 
a triumph by reminding him, not only that there are many 
exceptions to be met with in our societies, to the most repre- 
hensible of the particulars above specified, but likewise that 
his own church is by no means free from them ; that the 
Common Prayer itself with all its allowed excellences, though 
compiled by learned dignitaries, ard sanctioned by King, 
Lords, and Comnrons, abounds with repetitions and other im- 
proprieties, as great as most of the above ; which the clergy 
who pereeive them, are not at liberty to correct. Some of 
them are indeed so gross, that long custom alone could have 
reconciled sensible men to the use of them; and were they 
found only in a dissenting meeting-house, some of the warmest 
advocates for the establishment would be the first to expose 
them as fanatical. Should a dissenting teacher, for instance, 
and his congregation, utter extempore such exelamations and 
vepetitions as those at the end of the Litany, would not any 
intelligent stranger, coming in atthe Ume, accuse them of 
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fanaticism ? and, perhaps (to allude to 4 Cor. xiv. 23), be 
really to say,* Ye are mad!’ For a larger view of the im- 
propricties in the Common-Prayer, the readeris referred to 
the Protestant Dissenter’s Catechism, p. 41—48, and Note, 
p- 50, 54. See also the Free and Candid Disquisitions, &c. 
by several eminent clergymen.” 

Now, to say nothing of the unkindness with which Church- 
men are here reminded of their heavy calamity in using 
prayers which have the sanction of « Kings, Lords, and Com- 
mons,”’ to say nothing also of the authors’ here exculpating 
only « many” of their societies from the «* most reprehensi- 
ble” of the above-mentioned particulars ; let us notice the 
objections themselves. The charge of “ repetition” is usually 
supported by Matt. vi. 7: « Use not vain repetitions.” But 
to call our repetitions * vain,’’ is to beg the question. The 
fact is, that the repetition alluded to in Scripture was that of 
an unmeaning jargon—as the Hindoos, in our own times, are 
said, asa fart of their worship, to repeat the 30,000 names 
of their idols. But is such the character of our repetitions ? 
The sole repetition, we believe, charged upon us, is that 
of the Lord’s Prayer—a repetition valuable to the devout 
mind as a mean of ensuring our onee at least offering it with 
undistracted attention; of substituting our great Advocate 
again and again for ourselves at the merey-seat of God; of 
not merely praying in his name, but, as it were, employing 
his person to represent us at the bar of God. Nor is this all. 
It is true neither in philosophy nor fact, that devotion abhors 
repetition. Strong emotions of pain or pleasure, as is well 
known to the philosophical examiner, often stifle the inyen- 
tive powers; and as to the fact, Christ himself, in his agony, 
addresssed his Father three times in nearly the same words. 

As to the charge brought in this passage against the con- 
cluding sentences of the Litany, we must be content with 
merely little more than a loud expression of our amazement; 
beeause it is a fact, that had we to select out of our whole 
service one passage as nobler than fhe res{, one passage re- 
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ilecting more sublimely “ the image of heaven’’ and heavenly 
worship, we should seleet this inimitable climax :—a climax 
in Which the devout affections are upborne for a time by hu- 
man language, till that sinking under the burden, or linger- 
ing in the upward flight, abruptly transfers the office to the 
language of inspiration. ‘The sentences as if to mark the 
struggle and the incompetence of language to keep pace with 
the devout mind, continually shorten, till they merge, as it 
were, Into the Prayer of our Lord :—* Lord have merey up- 
> « Christ have merey upon us; “ Our Father,” &e. 
As toa third part of the allegation, we have not, unfortu- 
nately, the “« Dissenting Catechism,” to which the authors 
refer in the above note, at hand ; but we have, what might 
be equally satisfactory evidence to them, the paper of excep- 
tions presented to the Bishops at the Savoy ; and from that 
we will enumerate some few of the objections. They except- 
ed, then, against * the responses of the people’’—so general, 
by the way, in the ritual of the Jews (to say nothing of the 
practice of the early christians), and with a view to which 
many of the Psalms, and probably of the prophetical, writ- 
higs, were composed. They objected also to the uncondens- 
ed shape of the * petitions in the Litany ; to the rehearsing 
the liturgy at the Communion table ;”’ to the words * Priest 
and Curate,” and Sunday ;° to the expressions “ deadly 
sin,” and «sudden death ;” against “ praying for all that 
tvavel by land or water.” &c. &e. &c. with many other pue- 
rilities, with the recital of which we really cannot bear to in- 
sult the present generation of enlightened dissidents. One 
exception indeed of a more important nature, is taken in the 
same paper to the somewhat ambiguous language of the bap- 
tismal service, as to the nature of the regeneration conveyed 
by that sacrament. But what was our surprise, in turning 
to the “Reformed Liturgy’—to that liturgy which would 
have satisfied the noa-contormists, and on which high com- 
mendation is bestowed by the authors—to find in the baptis- 
mal service infanis declared to be * accepted’? through this 
sacrament. “ into the covenant of God, made members of 
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Christ and his church, where he vouchsafeth his protection 
and provisions, and the means and Spirit of grace, Xe. &e. 
Now this sentence we venture to think nearly, if not entirely, 
as ambiguous as that of the Establishment ; and by no means 
less liable to perversion. ‘This faet may teach men the 
difficulty of venturing to take one step upon mysterious 
points beyond the language of Seripture: ‘The altar of the 
Jews was tobe formed of the rough and unehiseled stones of 
the quarry: and the genius of man, im points beyond his 
grasp, will ever darken and perplex the revelations of God. 
An additional objection, connected with those against our 
form of worship, is thus expressed. Speaking of days of 
« public humiliation or thanksgiving.” the author's say, “ we 
readily allow that no civil officer has any authority in nifat- 
ters of religion.”” We are too well aware of the extent of 
the argument connected with this position to enter upon it in 
a paper of this kind ; though. on a proper occasion, we should 
not shrink from it. For the present we will simply ask one 
question; Do the authors doubt the authority of the magis- 
trate to suspend the ordinary occupations of the week for the 
ordinances of the Sabbath? Have they never been, or would 
they refuse to be among those who availed themselves of the 
arm of the law to close the shops of the land on the Sab- 
bath? And if so, is it not equally an act of authority, though 
not perhaps to the same extent, to impose a prohibition 
against violating the Sabbath, and to issue a proclamation for 
a fast? Weare convinced the same mode of reasoning might 
be extended to every branch of the argument against author- 
ity, and the stoutest non-imposer be shewn to have his own 


| point where imposition must begin. It is, for instance, per- 


haps a query, whether the least intolerant of the body would 


have tolerated Naylor in his assumption of the eharacter and 


pretended achievement of the miracles of Jesus Christ; or 
would have allowed another fanatic to have exhibited himself 
naked in the streets, as a sign unto the people. 

The next allegation we find is the following : « The intro- 


 ductory sentences from the Bible, in the English liturgy, 
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are for the most part adapied only to the cireumsiances of 
penitent sinners upon their first return to God, which it 
would be absurd to suppose were the ease of a whole con- 
gregation every time they assembled for divine worship.” 
Now this allegation is by no means accurate ; and what part 
of it is accurate, is not, in our judgment, either very serip- 
tural or very wise. Whoever will cast his eyes upon these 
introductory sentences, will find them widely varying from 


each other in their matter and form. So much, then, for} 


the accuracy of the criticism. As to its theology, we would 
ask, whether any words ean better define the act of public 
worship, than as “a devout effort of penitent sinners to re- 
turn to God?” This allegation much surprises us. Can we 


have hitherto mistaken the creed of the authors? Are not § 


all wershippers sinners? Should not all simers be pen- 


itent? To us, we confess that one transcendent excellence | 


of the English Liturgy is the simplicity and universality of 
the basis assumed by it, and which is thus condemned by the 
authors. Guilt, penitence, and union with God through Je- 
sus Christ, constitute the corner-stenes on which our eccle- 
siastical fabrie stands. And every other would supply top 
narrow a foundation for the church of God; would inelude 
some cases and shut out others; would feed the devotion of 


one at the expense ef his brethren ; would destroy the unity f 


and harmony, which are the essence er soul of publie wor- 
ship. We could wish our readers to put this to experiment ; 
and the tailure of their attempt to substitute another basis 


may teach them to appreciate the genius and piety of our 


reformers ; of which, as of the ordinary gifts of Provi- 
deuce, we do not recognise the worth, chiefly because we ne- 
ver felt the want. A very eminent Dissenter* has placed 
the formularies of the Church of England in “ the very 
first rank of uninspired compositions ;” and, if we have ta- 
ken adue measure of that which it is not easy to measure, 
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his vast eapacity, we are disposed to think that he would 
pronounce this te be one of the sublimest features of our 
Liturgy ; that it chose this interdicted basis and unremit- 
tingly adhered to it. In almost every other liturgy which 
we have seen, and we have qast our eyes over many, the as- 
sumption of too narrow a basis has been the cardinal error. 
The service has inculeated too dogmatic a theology ; has 
transformed each worshipper into a polemic ; has hoisted a 
particular flag, and dealt side-blows at a particular sect. 
But on the broad basis of our liturgy, as on the yast field of 
nature, men of all parties repose themselves. They find 
common ground; the fundamentals of religion without its 
excrescences, its face without its wens. As in the temple of 
Juggernaut (of whose worship no other tolerable point can 
be stated) all the sects of Hinduism drop their peculiarities, 
so here bigots of all sides surrender their prejudices and for- 
get their parties: the lion and the kid lie down together. 
The effeet of the service is like the deseent of the mysteri- 
ous sheet upon Peter. teaching him not to call that common 
he before called unclean. And it is this character of our 
ehureh whieh cherishes in us a fond hope, that, when devout 
men begin to search for a centre, they will find it bere « here 
find the pole to which the churches may tend, or round 
which they may perform their heavenly course. Happy 
they who shall see them, in Lord Bacon’s eloquent lan- 
guage, thns “ move in charity, rest in Providence, and turn 
{may we not say it ?) upon the poles of truth 2” 

Such is the amount of the allegations brought against the 
Liturgy, and it will be allowed, we imagine, to be very trifling ; 
nor do the authors themselves. we think. urge them as very 
formidable. Indeed, justice as to this point, as well as oth- 
ers, must be done them. They often speak of the Establish- 
ment and its ministers in terms of respect and kindness. 
Some even of these sentences we have noticed appear to be 
almost-incidental—to be the effect of babit or fashion. as 
much as principle—to be rather a sort of sop, ifwe may 
so speak, cast at their offended brethren, than a deliberate 
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expression of their own sentiments. They by no means an- 
nounce the defects of Liturgy as the ground of their separa- 
tion: but probably view them as the almost necessary blots 
inherent in all human Institutions. Could all other bars be 
removed, we firmly believe that men such as these, for uni- 
ty’s sake would siep over the stumbling blocks in our for- 
mularies. Nor let us be thought, in our struggle for the 
honour of the Liturgy, to be the champions of every ex- 
pression contained in it. Weare its admirers, but not its 
idolaters ; and therefore not in love with its blemishes. 
There area few parts which would, perhaps admit of the knife ; 
but, then, we do not see into whose hand it eould be safely 
trusted. The creed of a nation is an awful deposit: and we 
much fear, that, if ever cast into any modern crucible to be 
purged of its dross, it will loose much of its pure gold in the 
process. Weare content, then, to take it as itis; and re- 
membering our own infirmities, and those of our species, we 
are rather disposed to wonder it is so good, than to complain 
itis no better. Every day’s experience shews us that it is 
perfectly competent, under the Divine blessing, to produee, 
to sustain, and, what is perhaps more, to revive a spiritual re- 
ligion. The Church of England, be it observed, presents at 
the present momenta very unusual phenomenon lo the world ; 
‘a green old age’’—a clergy, in many instances, combining 
the youthful ardour ofa sect with the calm wisdom of an es- 
tablishment. By a resuscitation of her decayed powers, she 
hias, as it were, broken the bars of the tomb; revived first in 
one limb and thenin another; and promises, under God, again 
to erect hersclf the favourite child of the Reformation, and 
the dispenser of religion toa famished world, It may assist 
the speculator upen these subjcets, to coutrast with the 
Church of England the old Presbyterian churches of our own 
country, the heirs of nenconformist principles and discipline. 
Where is the ark now ? Qn whoia has the mantle of Baxter, or 
Reynolds, ov Bates, fallea? Where would these holy men re- 
gert for the communion of saints now? Whenee do their hap- 
PY spirits now expect the hens of glory? vom the dry de- 
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serts of Socinianism or Arianism, or from the not unfrequent 
fertile valleys of orthodox religion, within the walls of the 
Establishment ? 

We have thus, as we think, canvassed most of the charges 
brought against our own Liturgy in the work before us; and 
forestalled some of the topics which ought perhaps more 
strietly to have been reserved for the last part of our diseus- 
sion, viz. the * substitute proposed’ by these unkuown 
though respectable writers, for * ihe dissenting frame of 
worship, in preference to that of the Establishment.”—This 
we shall alow them to state bricfiy in their own words: «To 
continue the use of extemporaneous prayer in a certain de- 
gree, and so far as all the valuable ends of it will be seeured ; 
but with it to make use of those forms of devotion with which 
we areamply supplied in the Holy Scriptures.” Now of this 
scheme we donot hesitate to approve, simply as a substitute 
for the present dissenting frame of worship ; but we deny it 
all claim to be a substitute in preference tothe Liturgy of 
the Establisliment.. And upon both these subjects we must 
beg to be heard. 

In the jirst place, then, we allow it to be an eligible sub- 
stitute for the dissenting mode of worship on two grounds, 
4st, on account of the proposed diminution of extemporarg 
prayers in mixed congregations ; and 2dly, from its securing, 
as far as the fixed part of the service is concerned, a sound 
and spiritual form of words. 

But, in the second place, we conceive this frame of worship 
to be a Jess eligible form than the Liturgy of the Establish- 
ment on a variety of grounds. 

The first objection to it is this ;—that to employ precisely, 
and without the slightest deviation, seriptural expressions in 
public service, would be to use the Scriptures for a purpose 
or which a very small portion of them indeed was ever de- 
signed. We have for instance in the scripture, a specimen 


of individual songs of triumph for national deliverances, of 


royal prayers at the dedication of a temple, and of apostolic 
supplication for the churches of Christ. Now all of these, it 
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is true, are capable of an easy translation into the service of 
the church ; but, then, scarcely any of them, without a slight 
change of form, can be so employed. Take for examples 
the very parts chiefly designated as materials for a liturgy, 
viz. the supplications of the apostles for the spiritual wel- 
fare of those for whom they write. Even these are the 
prayers ofan individual, and of an individual under a very 
peculiar relation to those for whom he prays ; and on this ae- 
eount are rather models of prayer to a minister than to a con- 
gregation. ‘To employ even these, therefore, without some 
ehange, would be inexpedient. To employ them with an ad- 
equate change, would be precisely what our liturgy does. 
And, therefore, what we would recommend to the authors, 
and those whem they address, would be, on this very prin- 
ciple, to use the liturgy ofthe Church of England. We feel 
persuaded that he who should endeavour to supply the-trans. 
positions, the collocations, the * callide juncture,” the va- 
rious changes essential to the working up, as it were, the 
raw material of Scripture, into a proper vestment for the 
modern sanctuary, would find it almost impossible to im- 
prove upen the workmanship of the Church of England. 

A second proof of the lesser eligibility of any new litur- 
vies, than that received in the Chureh of England, is found- 
ec upon the fact that no general modern liturgy would in all 
probability either obiain or deserce the reverence felt for that 
of the Establishment, by so large a part of the community. 
—There are persons who lend a favourable ear to the intro- 
duction of a new seriptural liturgy, such as that projected 
by these authors on the ground that this liturgy would be 
adopted by many, whose consistency requires them to reject 
that of the Church of England. But then let it be remem- 
bered, that the present liturgy has infinitely more admirers 
than enemies, and admirers whose attachment is so interwo- 
ven with the strongest tastes and feelings of man that noth- 
ing new is at all likely to rival! or distinguish it. The mere 
antiquity of the liturgy carries with ita title to respeet. Nor 
is the antiquity of our liturgy of an ordinary nature. Its age 
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is the age of the Reformation, the great era of our emancipa- 
tion from papal tyranny, the grand sabbath and jubilee ef 
pure religion. : 

Nor is this all—Not only does the peculiar era of its birth 
blazon it to the eyes of Protestants ; its authors have a no 
less commanding influence upon our feelmgs ; it is written 
in the blood, it is signed by the names of Cranmer, and Rid- 
ley, and Hooker, and Latimer—of those martyrs, * whose 
blood is the seed of our church;’’ whose histories constitute 
the lessons of our ehildhood ; whose virtues are our earliest 
models ; whose namesare Hlentified with our liberties, our 
conquests, our peace at home, and our renéwn abroad. It 
js true that the memory of these great men has been suffered 
in some quarters to decay ; that some modern ehurchmen 
have found it convenient to merge the men, in order to get 
rid of their doctrines ; that others less united to the church, 
have wished for obvious reasons, to borrow their crowns 
for the heads of their own partizans: but we believe that these 
fathers of our faith have still many devoted children ; many 
who, still valuing the liturgy mainly for itsown sake, yet 
regard it with increased veneration as the trophy and the be- 
quest of this holy army of martyrs. And we.as firmly believe 
that no new liturgies can ever excite the same interest ; can 
ever come thus sanctioned to a British publie ; can ever win, 
even from those of our sons who have for a time forsaken our 
holy places, that reverence which they still feel for the old, 
It is curious to hear even our dissenting brethren frequently 
borrow those venerable names, to shed a lustre upon their 
own argument—to exalt the pretensions of that Society which 
proposes to give a general circulation to the holy volume 
which their pious hands first unclasped to cur country. If, 
then, the respectable writers of the book before us would 
give a liturgy to their assemblics, let them take that which 
has on it the stamp of the Reformation; which is sealed with 
England’s best blood—thus carrying with it the same species 
ofevidence which serves to establish even Christianity it- 


selfthe life and the death of its anthors. 


| 


}, Ee 


i, 
{ 
ie 
Fei 
43 
i 
4 


sree — 
— Ste Sm > . arse 
= a farlncsae ay one 


ee 


ee ee 


aoe 
i eee 2. ee 


ee ae 


——— 
nee 
wet Se 


Se PETE ae eae 


Te 


awe se = 
San ter ee 


— 


a = 
ts 2. <t 
Senet fe 

a. 


pe St He 


xe 


Th 


WR SS. Te EA Bi 


5 get Sn a ge eg gn eee a ee 


| 
f 
| 
| 








420 Review of a new Directory for 


But as we have said, not only will no new liturgy *«« ob- 
tain” the same general reverence with the old ; it is not 
likely to * deserve” it. It is impossible now to enter upon 
the various excellences of our Liturgy. The theme is too 
copious, and we may sincerely say too congenial to our taste 
and feeling, for us to trust ourselves withit. We shall siim- 
ply therefore, say, that we perceive nothing, either in the 
piety or enlargement of the day, which promises any more 
exact or noble transeripts of the Word of God—any more 
Scriptural lessons than the Homilies, any more Scriptural 
creed than the Articles, any more Seriptural supplications 
than the Book of Common Prayer. They steer, with al- 
most incredible accuracy, the middle and most arduous 
course between latitudinarianism and bigotry. They let no 
man pass who is without the pale of the Gospel, and insult or 
exclude no man who is within. But we must check ourselves, 
only begging our readers to believe, that, as the artist 
threw a veil over the face of Agamemnon, from the impossi- 
bility of expressing by his art such a commixture of passions ; 
so we refuse even to enter upon a topic, which would demand 
a volume to do it justice. Will none of our many, we doubt 
not competent readers, take up the pencil we have laid 
down? 

‘The last, and the greatest inferiority of the scheme here 
suggested, to the model of worship in the Chureh of Eng- 
land, is that it radically remaves no one of the evils in the dis- 
senting frame of which they themselves so loudly complain.— 
We beg our readers to cast their eyes over the prevalent 
evils in the worship of dissenters, noticed in the early parts 
of the Review. Whence we ask, do they all, or almost all, 
arise? Do they not, andthat upon the shewing of the au- 
thors themselves, arise from ‘ extemporary prayer?” But 
what is the new scheme here suggested ? To incorporate a 
pre-composed liturgy with extemporary prayer. How, then 
will this change remove the evil? Will not a mixtare of 


what is fixed and good, with what is mutabie, and therefore 
possibly very bad, neutralize the whole mass ? 


Will not 
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this be « sewing new cloth into an old garment ;” adding a 


new limb to a decayed body; merely debasing the coin, not im- 


| proving the currency? Or do the authors. think, that thosé 


alone whose abilities and piety qualify them to pray extempore, 
will avail themselves of the privilege? Do they not know, on 
the contrary, that the disposition to use extemporary prayer, 
will often be in exact proportion toa person’s incompetence to 
do se; and that the same presumption, which among other things 
disqualifies a man for extemporary prayer, will stimulate him 
toit? We desire our authors, then, calmly and kindly to con- 
template the disastrous alternative to Vhich they are reduced. 
Either they must leave the dissenting frame of worship as 
they found it, which according to their own statement, is ex- 
ceedingly defective ; or they must carry into effect a new 
scheme, which will probably chain the lips of the wise and mo- 
dest, and set the rash and presumptuons at liberty; which will 
lead to the use of a liturgy by many of the first, and to that. of 
extemporary prayers by most of the second. They may, in- 
deed, escape from their very distressing dilemma, by silencing 
those whom they doubt or fear. But, then, this would be «im- 
position ;” and imposition, because partial in its operation, of 
the most offensive and dangerous kind. Will they then be dis- 
pleaied if we suggest to them a far milder expedient : viz, 
‘“‘ to oblige all their ministers to confine themselves to the 
same scriptural liturgy ;’ in other words, to adopt precisely 
the Liturgy of the Church of England? Having thus, then, 
landed these excellent men, where we so devoutly wish to 
see them, within the pale of the establishment, we shall 
there leave them, heartily thanking them for so pleasant a 
eourse, and congratulating them upon entering our common 
haven. Mow, indeed, andin every sense of the word, we 
have the high satisfaction of calling them « brethren.” Now 
there is no point at which we are not in contact. Now, we 
ean smile together at some of our past superstitions, and re- 
joice together in many of-our future prospects. Now, we 
ean concert the means, under God, to keep alive the flame 
of spiritual religion npon our common altars. Now we car 
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(422 Proposed Inseription to Voltaire. 


eart'y the combined vigour, at present confined to the opera. 
tions of one society, into every religious movement. Epiwaim 
will no more vex Judah nor Judah Ephraim. The dis‘urb- 
ing forces of the universe will co-operate. The vigour of 
dissent will animate the chureh ; and the wisdom of the 
church temper dissenterism. Infidelity will die ; secular re- 
ligion retreat to her own frozen regions ; Socinianism will 
bestride her « New Version,” and flee away. Mitres will 
more and more encircle the brows which will adorn them. 
Either the Millennium will commence, or else our boliness 
and happiness will be sneh as scarcely to leave reom to wish 
-for it. Is all thisadream? Though it be, the vision is too 
delightful to allow of our return to the “dull realities” of 
our profession. We will merely, therefore call upon all our 
readers, and even our dissenting brethren will at least thus 
far favour our project, to put up one supplication of our 
church, ‘that we all may be one flock, under the Shepherd 


Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
= 








PROPOSED INSCRIPTION ‘TO VOLTAIRE. 


An English gentleman being in Paris, when a subscription was circulated by 2 
number of the Philosophers of the Voltaire School for the purpose of erecting a 
statue to the memory of their oracle, put a stop to the whole proceeding by writing 
the following a 

INSCRIPTION FOR AN INTENDED 
MONUMENT OF VOLTAIRE. 
Behold Vottarne ! deserving of a stone, 
Who in Poetry was great, 

In history little, 

Still less in philosophy, and 
In Religion 
Nothing at all. 

His wit was acute, 

His Judgment precipitate, 

His dishonesty extreme. 

Loose women smiled upon him, 

The half learned applauded him, 

And the profane patronised him ; 
Though he spared neither God nor man, 
A junto of atheists, 

Who call themselves philosophers, 

Seraped some money together 
Ad raised this stone to his memory. 
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St. Luke ii. 29, 30. 


POETRY. 


NUNC DIMITIS. 


*TIS enough—the hour is come ; 
Now within the silent tomb 

Let this mortal frame decay, 
Mingled with its kindred clay ; 
Since thy mercies, oft of old 

By thy chosen seers foretold, 
Faithful now and steadfast prove, 
God of Truth and God of Love. 
Since at length my aged eye 
Sees thy day spring from on high ! 
Son of Righteousness, to thee 

Lo ! the nations bow the knee ; 
And the realms of distant kings 
Own the healing of thy wings. 
Tiiose whom death had overspread 
With his dark and dreary shade, 
Lift their eyes and from afar, 
Hail the licht of Jacob’s Star ; 
Waiting till the promised day 
Tuen their darkness into day. 
See the beams intensely shed ! 
Shine o’er Zion’s favoured head f 
Never ‘vay they hence remove, 


(od of Truth, and Ged of Love! 


| Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes hare 
sten thy salvation— 
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Poetry. 


REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF WINTER. 


AH, where are Summer’s glowing tints? 
Ah, where are Autumn’s placid scenes / 

The pilfering hours have borne them off ; 
And fond regret alone remains. 


See hoary Winter now advance, 
Ta mantle white, with frowning brow, 
All nature shrinks at his approach! 
Beneath his blasts the forests bow ! 


Ye warbling inmates of the grove, 

Hush’d are your songs, your notes of praise, 
Or have you fled the tyrant’s frown, 

Ta happier climes to chant your lays? 


And when on zephyr’s downy wings 
Sweet smiling Spring again appears, 

With rosy hand to paint each scene ; 
Again your notes shall charm our ears. 


Yes; though black gloom now reigns supreme, 
Though cruel howls the northern blast, 
Celestial hope, life-cheering friend, 
Whispers those svenes ean never last. 


Yes: nature’s God will hush the storm, 
And every charm agaip restore, 

He rules the raging elements : 
With grateful praise his name adore. 


Oh, may that God our hearts renew, 
Ob, may his grace our lives reform ! 

The season then shall frown in vain, 
And harmless beat the winter's storin- 


For, when fleet time, with sweeping seythe 
Strikes at our reot and lays us low; 

Blest Hope, man’s earliest, latest friend. 
Shall point where tlowers immortal grow. 
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Transplanted to that happy clime, 
No wint’ry blasts shall e’er annoy : 
No frosts e’er nip our tender plants, | 


But all be peace and blooming joy. 
UPHELIA. 


A MORNING SCENE AT SEA. 


IN the far distant east, lo! the day star is beaming, 
And the purple of morning is spread o’er the sky, 
Beneath yon deep cloud now the first ray is streaming, 

From the sun’s golden front ascending on high. 


Slow, slowly he mounts from his coral-elad pillow, 
And broadens and brightens in glory serene, 

Till risen majestic he smiles o’er the billow, 
Effulgent abroad on the wide watery scene. 


But now through the surges our vessel is steering, 
The sea-fowl wild screaming oft plunge in the stream, 
Then rise on the top of the billow careering 
And flap their broad wings in the new-risen beam. 


And mark how the clouds hurry fast cross the heaven, 
Oft dark’ning the scene, and oft bursting again, 

Our sails by the rage of the tempest are riven, 
And we reel insecure on the foam-rolling main. 


On the spray from the brine beaten prow ascending, 
In silvery sheets while the sweet streamers blaze, 
The shades of the rainbow in splendour are blending. 

For far o’er the deep the sun kindles his rays. 


The wind has subsided, now steady the motion, 
The seamen loud cheering again hoist the sail ; 

Along our smooth path on the face of the ocean, 
We swim like the moon on the wings of the gale. 
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4:26 Poetry. 


VERSES WRITTEN AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF SPRENG, 
By the late Mrs. H. Tighe, 


OH, breathe once more upon my brow, 
Soft gale of Spring forgotten never ! 

For thus thy breath appeared as now 
In days of joy, ah ! lost forever. 


Put forth thy fresh and tender leaves, 
Soft Eglantine, of fragrance early, 
Thee memory first revived perceives, 
From childhood’s dawn still weleomed yearly. 


Burst from thy leafy sheath once more, 
Bright Hyacinth! thy splendour showing, 

The sun thy hues shall now restore 
In all their foreign lustre glowing. 


Oh, plume again thy jetty wing, 

Sweet blackbird, charm thy listening lover! 
For thus, even thus, I heard thee sing, 

When hopes could smile that now are over. 


And thou, dear red-breast, let me hear, 
Exchanged once more thy wintery measure, 
Thy notes proclaim the spring-tide near, 
As they were wont in hours of pleasure. 


The lark shall mount the sapphire skies, 
And wake the grateful song of gladness 5 

One general peal from earth shall rise, 
And man alone shall droop in sadness. 


*T was here by peace and friendship blest, 
I paid to Spring my yearly duty, 

When last she decked her fragrant breast 
In all the glowing pride of beauty. 


"T'was here the cordial look of love 
From every eye beniguly flowing, 














Poetry. 


Bade the kind hours in union move, 
Each lip the ready smile bestowing. 


But where the blooming cherub boy, 
Who hailed with us the pleasant season, 

Whose smiles recalled each childish joy, 
That sadder years resigned to reason ? 


Those bright, those laughing eyes where love 
And innocence are seen embracing ; 

Those fairy hands, that graceful move 
Their faney-formed circles tracing. 


Oh, haste as thou wast wont to do ; 
We'll mount yon shrubby steep together : 
‘Thy care the first wood-flowers shall shew, 
Thyself all blooming as the weather. 


Haste, sweetest babe, beloved of all! 
Our cheerful hours without thee languish : 
Ah! hush!.... he hears no more thy eall ! 
Ah hush!.... nor wake a parent’s anguish ! 


That lip of roses glows no more ; 

That beaming glance in night is clouded s 
‘Those bland endearments all are o’er, 

In death’s dark pall forever shrouded. 


No, Angel sweetness! not for ever, 

Though Heaven from us thy charms hath hidden. 
We joy for thee, though forced to sever ; 

O favoured guest, thus early bidden ! 


Even o’er thy dying couch, sweet Boy ! 
A heavenly Messenger presided ; 

He beckoned thee to seats of joy, 
To fields of endless rapture guided. 


No, not for thee this bitter tear, 

It falls for those yet doomed to sorrow; 
Who feel the load of life severe, 

Who mourn the past nor hope the morrow: 
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Poetry. 


Fer those who through life’s dreary night 
Full many a watchful hour shall number, 
And sigh for long delaying light, 
Or envy those who early slumber. 


A FAITHFUL FRIEND IS THE MEDICINE OF LIFE. 
Son of Sirach., 


LN the dreams of delight, which with ardour we seek, 
Oft the phantom of sorrow appears ; 

And the roses of pleasure, which bloom in your cheek, 
Must be steeped in the dew of your tears: 


*Mid the fountain of bliss, when it sparkles most bright, 
Salt mixtures embitter the spring, , 
Though its lustre may tremble through bowers of de- 
light, 
In the draught disappointment will sting. 


But if Heaven hath one cup of enjoyment bestowed, 
Unmingled and sweet as its own, 

In the streams of affection its bounty hath flowed, 
And there we may taste it alone. 


But the pure simple drops Love would seize as his prize 
And defile them with passion’s foul tide ; 

While the bowl he prepares as it dazzles our eyes 
The poison of anguish ean hide. 


Let Friendship the stream, as it flows calm and clear, 
Receive unpolluted for me ; 

Or if tenderness mingle a sigh or a tear, 
The draught still the sweeter will be. 


But let me reject the too high flavoured bow! 
Affectation or Flattery compose, 








le 


rht, 


> 


de- 


rize 


I's 








Poetry. 


From Sineerity’s urn thus transparent shall rel} 
The cordial of peace and repose. 


Oh! give me the friend, from whose warm, faithful breast 


The sigh breathes responsive to mine, 
Where my cares may obtain the soft pillow of rest, 
And my sorrows may love to recline. 


Not the friend who my hours of pleasure will share, 
But abide not the season of grief; 

Who ilies from the brow that is darkened by eare, 
And the silence that looks for relief. 


Not the friend who, suspicious of change or of guile, 
Would shrink from a confidence free ; 

Nor him who with fondness complacent ean smile 
On the eye that looks coldly on me. 


As the mirror that, just to each blemish or grace, 
To myself will my image reflect, 

But to none but myself will that image retrace, 
Nor picture one absent defect. 


To my soul let my friend be a mirror as true, 
Thus my faults from all others conceal; _ 

Nor, absent, those failings or follies renew, 
Which from Heaven and from man he should veil. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


A VERY interesting Report of this Society’s proceedings for 
the last year reached us about a month ago ; and we now pro- 
ceed, as usual, to lay an abstract of it before our readers.* 
The sermon prefixed to the Report was preached by the Rey. 
Whittington Landon, D. D. Provost of Worcester College, 
Oxford, from 1 Cor. iii. 11. Weare glad of the opportunity 
of transcribing the following passage from this discourse, 
which appears to us to be calculated to abate the prejudices 
so unhappily prevalent in respect to those extensive schemes 
of religious improvement which so gloriously mark the pre- 
sent era. 

« We are all agreed,” observes Dr. Landon, « that it is a 
matter of the purest and most indisputable benevolence, to 
inform the young, the ignorant, the heathen and the savage, 
what is their actual condition in this life ; on whom they are 
dependent ; to what trials they are exposed ; what hopes of 
future existence, and future happiness, they may indulge ; 
and what threats of future punishment they have to fear :—te 
elevate their views, in short, as quickly as it ean be done, 
above this world, this limited stage of mortal existence, to 
the great Being of beings above us, and the mansions 
prepared for our abode, when we are summoned to lay aside 
these earthly tabernacles of clay.. One book and one book 
alone, by the consent of all, is allowed to contain an infallible 
account of these great and fundamental truths.” «© To the 
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* Would it not be better for the Reports to be sent to members uncut? It would, 
in that case, be less difficult to bind them. 


eee ene 





LIM ais ae Paeu Les 





th 
re 
it: 
of 
ki 
ar 


ta 


se 
di 
all 
an 
cit 
we 
lis 





's for 
pro- 
rs. * 
Rey. 
lege, 
nity 
IPSe, 
lices 
mes 
pre- 


is @ 
» te 
ALE, 
are 
3 of 
ge 5 
——!@ 
ne, 
, to 
ons 
side 
00k 
ible 
the 


ld, 





Religious InteHigenee—Poreign. 454 


Bible all will. with one consent, have recourse for their 
knowledge of God and man; and for instruction in the du- 
ties owing to both. Never, indeed, was there a period when 
this might be maintained with a stronger assurance and con- 
fidence. Never was so general, so lively a zeal evinced for 
the propagation of this saving knowledge, and the circulation 
of this Divine Book. And it is undoubtedly a circumstance 
of the highest satisfaction and comfort, to have to reflect that 
the only struggle and contest that has arisen among us, has 
relation to the mode rather than to the measure of our char- 
itable exertions. We are now all agreed, that the education 
of onr poorer brethren, and their instruction in religious 
knowledge, is a duty and obligation of the highest importance ; 
and that too great encouragement cannet be given to those, 
who are willing and competent to apply their time and their 
talents to this glorious undertaking.” 

Again: “the great point to be secured and provided for 
seems to be that whatever be the amount of our religious 
differences, however numerous our sects and denominations, 
all men shall be left at liberty to consult the holy scriptures 
and their own consciences, in the choice of the particular so- 
ciety they would wish to adhere to, and the doctrines they 
would choose to adopt. In this view of matters, the estab- 
lished chureh, as a religious community, can have no right 
or pretensions, beyond those of any other sect or community ; 
her constant appeal aad reference is to the seriptures and 
men’s consciences, in respect both to her doctrines and her 
discipline.” 

Dr. Landon enters on a very satisfactory defence of the 


ehureh, from the alledged charge of being adverse to the 
We do not apprehend, however, 


instruction of the poor. 
that this charge was ever preferred against the church it- 


self, (indeed, her authorized formularies would at once re- 
pel it,) but against certain members of the Chureh. It has 
been alledged, for example. that although the professed aim of 
our Church has been to enlighten the poor, yet for a series 
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of years wo effort was made by our Bishops to provide, by 
some legislative enactment, for this important end. In short, 
the charge has been, that we have departed from the plain- 
est injunctions as well as from the spirit of our Church, by 
the supineness we have evinced in not prosecuting, with unit- 
ed zeal, those very objects to which Dr. Landon has shewn it 
to be our imperious daty to attend. Is it possible to cast our 
eyes around this land, or to Ireland, the West Indies cr the East 
Indies, and not feel that much might have been done by the 
rulers of our Church which has not been done ; and that, at 
last, they might have earned the glory of having attempted, 
by judicious and combined efforts, to ameliorate the moral 
state of the world ? Suppose a similar zeal and perseveranee, 
united with prudeace, had beea manifested by the Lords 
Spiritual, for the religious instruetion ef the poor at home 
and abroad, which have been displayed by a few individuals, 
in the case of the Slave Trade, is it to be believed that in the 
former, as in the latter case, the happiest results would not 
ere this, have been the consequence? We trust, however, 
that this reproach will now be wiped away. 

We entirely agree with Dr. Landon, that it would be a de- 
reliction of our duty to abandon the admirable formularies 
of the Church of England ia our schemes of instructing the 
poor of our own communion. To these formularies it is in- 
cumbent onus as churchmen to adhere, while we leave te 
other sects the largest latitude of judgment in respeet to the 
best means of communicating religious knowledge. 

The report of 1812 begins with detailing certain improve- 
ments which have been adopted in the mode of giving publi- 
eity to the proceedings of the Socicty, and which appear te 
be very judicious. Instead of republishing and transmitting 
every year to each member of the Society the same account 
of the ovigit of the Society, and of its transactions for the 
last century, as has hitherto been the practice, that aecount 
is now published in a separate pamphlet, and is to be present- 
ed only once, at the charge of the Society, to each member, 
The Annual Report is to contain only the transactions of the 
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preeeding year, with a list of the members who have been 
added since the preceding report: the entire list of subseri- 
bers being to be published only once in four years. <A great 
saving will thus be effected. In future, also, all the subseri- 
bers are to consider their subscriptions as due at Christmas, 
any individual being at liberty to make a proportionate dedue- 
tion from his next payment for as many quarters of his year 
as are then unexpired. The minimum of the benefaction at 
admission, we are happy to perceive, is reduced from two 
pounds to a guinea. The sum annually subseribed by cach 
member is hereafter to be affixed to his name. Several oth- 
er useful regulaiions have been adopted, with the view of in- 
creasing the Society’s efficiency. 

Twenty. two Diocesan and District Committees have been 
formed, in addition to those announced in the jast Repert. 
Of the sums received from such Committees, two-thirds are 
returned to them, if required, in Bibles, Prayer-books, and 
other books and tracts ; the residue is applied to Uie general 
purposes of the institution. Inthe Appendix to this Report 
is inserted a formula of Resolutions to be adopted, by Dis- 
trict and Diocesan Committees, which appear to be judicious- 
ly framed. It is a part of those resolutions ** That ihe eler- 
gy and other members of the Society be requested to inquire 
into the state of instruction of the poor inthe Hospiials, Pris- 
ons, Alms-houses, and Work-houses, within their respective 
parishes, and whether there be any want of Bibies, New-Tes- 
taments, or Common Prayer books in any of them; and 
where there is no proper fund for purchasing, that these and 
other publications of the Society be furnished to them graiu- 
itously, on application, through the Seeretary of this Com- 
miitee, to the Board in London, and with the approbation of 
the same. 

ss That the same persons be desired to inquire generally 
within their respective parishes, as far as may he in their 


power, what want there is of Bibles, New-Testamenis, ai ! 


Common Prayer-books : and where ade‘iciency is found, that 
parochial subscriptions be promoted for obtaining for the 
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poor a supply, together with Religious Tracts, where judged 


necessary, at the reduced prices of the Society, on the same 
application and approbation.” 

The Appendix likewise contains the first half-year’s Re- 
port of the Bath District Committee, signed by the Secreta- 
ry, the Rev. J. H. Spry; and if this report may be consisder- 
ed as a fair specimen of the general zeal manifested by such 
committees, we cannot but augur the happiest effects from 
their institution. It states their first object to be, to make 
the Society more generally known. “ With this view, they 
have given all possible notoriety to their proceedings. Their 
meetings have been ealled by public advertisement: their 
resolutions and reports have been inserted in newspapers, and 
have also been printed and distributed, wherever they were 
likely to produce a beneficial feeling in favour of the Socie- 
ty. They have also cireulated largely Summary Accounts 
of the Society's proceedings, and sent letters to the ministers 
of every parish in the district, inviting them to co-operate, 
and to promote local subscriptions for supplying the wants of 
their parish. The list of subscribing members has been thus 
greatly increased; and Bibles, Prayer-books, and Tracts 
have been extensively distributed, with little expense to the 
parent Socicty; a local fund of 3551. and an income of 461. 
having been raised for this purpose, which go on increasing. 
The first care of the Commitiee was, to provide for the 
wants of the publie charities and gaols, which have all been 
amply supplied with Bibles, Testaments, Prayer-books. and 
suitable religions tracts. Convinced that, in many eases, it 


js much more expedient that a Bible should be sold than giy- | 
en away, and that, when sold, it is apt to be more valued by | 


the purchaser, they have sent Bibles, &e. for sale, at reduced 


bs aie oe 


Fc 5 





DIPS NATL 6 Rag uh 01. rare 


MNase as eh laa 8 ech 3 bk Coos 


comb 





prices, to the clergymen of poor country parishes ; Bibles at | 
4s. each, Testaments, at 6d. Prayer-books, at 6d. together | 


with a few of the cheaper tracts for gratuitous distribution. 
The result has fully justified their expeetation. The books 
have been purchased with cagerness and gratitude by the la- 
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bouring poor. This mode of proceeding is strongly recom- 
mended to general adoption,* on this ground, among others, 
that it will prove highly beneficial to the Society, by making 
it more known ; that it will tend « to increase its popularity, 
and, with it, its resources.”—* The very great good which 
may be accomplished, and is actually done by its means, be- 
ing more generally known, the publie at large will feel and 
acknowledge, that such an institution is, in truth, a national 


benefit and a national honour.” 
[To be continued. | 


BELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


This Society was instituted in 1799, and since that time, 
according to a Report made in May, had issued more than 
fourteen million and a half of tracts ; and in the year immedi- 
ately preceding the date of the Report, had issued two mil- 
lions nine hundred and sixty-seven thousand. There are 122 
tracts on the Society’s list in English, and 38 in different lan- 
guages, viz. Welsh, Manks, Gaelic, French, Dutch, Spanish, 
Portuguese, German, and Danish, consisting chiefly of short 
expositions of religious truth, earnest appeals to the con- 
science, biographical sketches, addresses, or dialogues, adapt- 
edto different occupations or situations in life, interspersed 
with a few tales. Besides these, they have published, for 
eirculation by hawkers and other venders, a number of traets, 
which are less directly religious, but whieh yet have it in 
view to furnish not only innocent, but useful reading to the 
poor, the children of Sunday schools, &e. Many of the traets 
are only republications of former works, or extracts from 
them ; the rest, which are the greater number, are original. 
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* We are happy to say, that it is likely to become general, having been sanctioned 
by the parent Society. Large supplies of books have, in consequence, been sent to 
the Diocesan and District Committees: 
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The priee at which tracts are sold to the publie is low ; but 
subseribers obtain them at a considerably lower rate. 

During the past year “ gratuitous supplies of tracts have 
been furnished to Gibraltar, Lisbon, and Cadiz; to:Malta, 
Sicily, Naples, Zante, Constantinople, the Greek Islands, 
Halifax, Prinee Edward’s Island, and St. Jolin’s, Newfound- 
land; to Jamaica, Bermuda, St. Kitt’s, and other West India 
Islands ; to the Bay of Honduras ; to Buenos Ayres; to 
South Africa and Batavia ; and to New South Wales, by a 
colonial school-master ; to convicts going out to that settle- 
ment, and those in the hulks; tothe foreign prisoners of war 
in different parts of the eountry ; to seamen on board the 
tenders ; to hospitals, work-houses, and jails ; and for vari- 
ous other objects which appeared te have peculiar claims cn 
the Society’s bounty. The expenditure oceasioned by the 
gratuitous issues of tracts, during the last year “has been up- 
wards of 3601.” 

An edition of the French Spelling-book bas also been print- 
ed, for the children of Freach prisoners of war. 


LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONGST 
THE JEWS. 


On the 7th inst. his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, at- 
tended by the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs ; Earls Crawford and 
Besborough ; Lords Dundas and Erskine; W. Wilberforce, 
Esq. M. P.; T. Babington, Esq. M. P. ; T. 8. Kempe, Esq. 
M. P.; Benj. Shaw, Esq. M. P.; SirS. C. Bunter, Bart. ; 
C. Magnay, Esq.; E. Maitland. hisq. : W. 8. Vrevalyan, 
Esq. T. Walker, Esq. &e. &e. and a numerous body of the 
friends of the Society, with the children under their patron- 
age, went in procession from the Old London Tavern, Bish op- 
gate-street, to lay the first stone of the intended episcopal 
chapel, and buildings, about to be ereeted by the Secicty at 
Rethnal Green. After the 200th Psalm bad been sung by 
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the children, and the inscription on the brass plate had been 


read, his Royal Highness deposited several coins, and laid 
the first stone, in whieh he was assisted hy the noblemen and 


4 


by the Rev. 
. 


gentlemen present. <A prayer was offered up 
Hi. Atkins, A. M. for the divine blessing en the chapel, anc 
the important designs connected with its erection, i. promot 
ing the conversion of the Jews. The ebildren then sung, 
« Hosanna to the Son of David,’’ &e. The Rev. Basil Wood 
thea, io the most earnest manner, recommended the objects 
of the London Socicty to the support and encouragement of 
the numerous assemblage present. It is computed ihat not 
less than 20.000 speetators were upon the ground. His Roy- 
al Hlichness. the noble lords, and eempany, returned to the 
tavern to dinner, where they were joined by the Right Rev. 
the Lord Bishop of Cloyne, and many others, to the number 
of 300. 

His Royal Highness, who has accepted the office of Patron, 
and many of the gentlemen present, addressed the company 
on the benefits likely to result from this institution. Nearly 
11001. were subscribed, in addition to a donation of 2001. by a 


lady. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
desirous of gratifying its members, and those of the several 
Auxiliary Societies, Branch Societies, and Bible Associa- 
tions, throughout the United Kingdom, with some proportion 
of the latest intelligence, relative to the progress of the Soei- 
ety’s operations abroad, have given publicity to a number of 
interesting particulars, of which we can only lay before our 
readers a few extracts. ’ 

A letter froma member of the Lutheran Church, in Paris, 
dated Feb. 5, 1812, expresses, in the strongest language, 
their thanks for a present of 250 Bibles and 50 New 'Testa- 
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meats, made to the needy members of the congregation ; and 
states, that many poor families whom he is in the habit of yis- 
iting, made a diligent and conscientious use of them. * But 
what is still more gratifying,” he adds, «(o my feelings, is 
the wish of numbers, who have not obtained a copy as yet, 
to be put in possession of it. Almost every day fresh appli- 
calions are made ; not only on the part of our Lutheran, but 
also of our Reformed and Catholic fellow-Christians. Indeed 
we are at present quite overwhelmed with applications of this 
kind, which we are unable to satisfy.” 
A letter from Munich, dated August 26, 1812, states, that 
the Ratisbon (Catholic) Bible Society began in 1806; that, 
in 1808 the first edition of the New Testament, on standing 
types, appeared ; and that twenty-eight thousand copies lad 
been printed; the whole of which, except one thousand, had 
been disposed of. Nearly all their copies were sold, the Bi- 
ble institution having given away only one hundred, « But 
there are many benevolent individuals, who purchase a num- 
ber of Testaments for gratuitous distribution. Applications 
for the New Testament are numerous and frequent, and the 
hunger after the Word of God is every where great. The 
distribution of the New Testament might be considerably en- 
larged in Catholic Germany ; chiefly by supplying pious indi- 
viduals, residing in large towns with copies for gratuitous 
distribution among the poor.” Director Wittman adds, +I 
discover an increase of genuine Christianity. The minds of 
many are changed for the better ; they pray more earnestly ; 
they boldly renounee the world. QO, that the number of pious 
concientious clergymen might increase among us! A new 
impression of our Testament is now printing. There yet re- 
main” he adds, ** thousands and tens of thousands, both in 
towns and in the country, who are entire strangers to this ho- 
ly book ; thousands. and tens of thousands, who, having be- 
Come sensibie of its val ‘sh to possess if. Surely here 
is ample scope for noble benevolence, for Christian zeal.” 
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SOCTETY FOR RELIEF OF POOR PIOUS CLERGYMEN. 


We have on several former occasions taken occasion to men- 
tion the beneficial labours of this Society. The following 
extracts from letters published in two ofits late Reports, will 
serve to confirm our former view of its utility. 

1. «TI feel myselfnecessitated to make application once 
more; and I hope you will net be offended at the liberty I 
take in again soliciting your instrumentality. Tam still the 
Vicar of , but have been under the necessity of giving up 
the church that I served once a fortnight, for which I receiv- 
ed 101. the distance being upwards of twenty miles in going 
and coming, and the roads so very bad, that they are quite 
impassable in winter. All last summer, and greatest part of 
the autumn, my wife has been exceedingly ill, owing to a vi- 
olent cold, which caused an inflammation in the eye. I was 
obliged to send for a medical man, who attended regularly for 
some time, and through the blessing of God, has preserved 
her eye sight ; but she is stillin great pain at times, in con- 
sequence of three wounds under the eye. I informed you and 
the gentlemen of the Committee, in my last, that I was oblig- 
zed, in point of conscience, to protect my mother-in-law, who 
is verry sickly, and is often confined to her bed, being unable 
to assist herself. My family is large and increasing. We 
are not less than fen in family every day, and the exceeding 
high price of provisions makes it very difficult to bring my 
small salary to bear—but I dare not murmur. God has 
promised that all things shall work together for good to them 
that love him ; and I trust it is, and will be, even as he has 


ad 





said.” 
2. *Tean never sufficiently express my gratitude for the 


kindness that your worthy Committee have shewn me on for- 
mer oceasions, which contributed greatly to the support and 
comfort of me and myfamily. Your repeated favours of last 
year enabled me to pay my debt, and relieved my mind from 
great anxiety, to go on comfortably in the work of the Lord, 
in which it pleaseth God to continue to bless my poor and un- 
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wortby endeavours. I can assure you that myselfand poor Mrs. 
(who is continually unwell,) make conscience of man- 
aging our earthly affairs with the strictest economy, aud en- 
deavour to keep out of debt, that my character, as a minis- 
ter, may not suffer, nor the Gospel be hindered to produce its 
effects on those who attend my minisiry. My salary, from 
the three laborious curacies which I continually serve, is as 
usual, 451. per annum. {am under the necessity of keeping 
a horse on account of the distance of my churches. The one 
I had is disabled to carry me as usual, therefere I must buy 
one. if F ean, that will be useful for me: but, without assis- 
tance, I cannet pay fer one. We have now nine children, and 
expect an increase in the family ina few months. As my fam- 
ily increase ip number, and grow to maturity, their necessary 
expenses very much increase every year ; so (hat find my sal- 
ary too scanty to procure the necessaries of life for my large 
family. Though I meet with many difficulties and distress- 
es, I hope thai my bountiful God will give me patience and 
resignation under them, and, in his good time, bring me out 
of them all: and that he will make me rich in leve, rich in 
faith, and rich in good werks, and truly grateful to my bene- 
factors for all their seasonable and valuable favours.” 





3. * I beg leave to acquaint you, that I stand in need, at 
present, ef assistance, from your evangelical and benevolent 
Society ; net only from the continual expense attending my- 
self, my wife. and nine children at home with me, but alse 
my wile lias been very il for three months, but, at present, 
she is in a fair way of reeovery ; also my second daughter is 
impaired in her health. My salary doth not exeeed 251,” 

4. ** As an unworthy labourer in the vineyard of Christ, I 
have the greatest reason to be thankful unto him for his 
goodness (0 me in soul and body, which always has been not 
only far above my deserts, but in sveral instances above my 
expeetation, TL wonld desire to rely on Him with more confi- 
dence, being persuaded that none who trusted in Him were 
ever confounded. L would desive likewise to be under a grate- 
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ful sense of the gooduess of ilis peopic. whieh has been dis- 
pla) cl .o me ia several instances, and happily relieved me in se. 
veral distresses. [1 is with peeultar gratitude to the Lord, 
and ifis people, that I look back on the iastitution established 
for ite support of those who are called to bear the heat and 
burden of the day; and from the happy experience I have had 
of an assistance from thence, I presume, at present, to sub- 
mit my case to your judgment and opinion, which I humbly 
and earnestly hope will find your faveurable aeveptance. IT 
have a wife and fifteen children, all alive ; ten of which are 
at home. My salary for serving three churches is 75l. I 
have been veryill, in a violent fever, last year, and am not 
recovered, having a great pain in my back, and sometimes 
not able to do duty in my churches.” 

5. « I hope you will pardon me in ast answering your kind 
letter sooner. The dismal situation that my poor family has 
been in upwards of three weeks, confined to their bed, ill in 
a fever, prevented me. My wife, mother-in-law, and four 
children, were together, unable to help themselves ; but they 
all, through the blessing of God, begin to recover a litile. 
I now take up my pen to acknowledge the receipt of a bank 
post bill, value , bestowed by the worthy Seciety. T re- 
turn my sincere thanks to the Committee for their consider- 
ation of my ease and circumstances ; and § do herein see the 
Divine merey towards me and mine, and can truly praise him 
with all the powers of my soul. May the blessing of God al- 
ways attend you and the worthy Society! My prayers shall 
ever be offered up to the throne ofgrace for you.” 

6 «It pains me greatly to be under the distressing neces- 
sity to obtrude myself upon the notice of your benevolent So- 
ciety ; but through the hardness of the times, and the numer- 
ousness of my family, consisting of nine persons , (indepen- 
dent of three out,) and the whole of my income is only about 
nine-pence a day for each person, including myself, wife, and 
children, out of which I have to pay for provisions, raiment, 
house-rent, and taxes, and horse-expenses as neither myself, 
nor any man of half my age, could do my duty on foot ; and 
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I believe but very few on horseback. Indeed ¥ much fear I, 
have greatly injured my health by the severity of my poor la- 
bours, travelling between thirty and forty miles on the Lord’s 
day, to serve constantly four churches ; and every other Sun- 
day five churches ; for one of which I only receive 451. per 
annum, and for two of the others proportionably less.” 

7. It is with a degree cf reluctance I now petition them 
for further relict, fearing lest I should be too troublesome to 
those who have se liberally and repeatedly supplied my wants, 
and rescued me from great difficulties and anxieties; but, 
stimulated by present necessity, I venture onee more humbly 
to pray that you and the worthy Committee will be pleased 
to take my peor distressed ease into consideration. 

« Thave, at this present ime of seareity, a wife, sia chil- 
dren, two step-childven, servant, and myself, to support : the 
whole of my income amounts to40l. a year, with a little farm 
that [ keep, for which I pay 201. a year rent, besides rates and 
taxes. Have nothing these dear times to support myself and 
poor family but what I buy, owing to the searcity of corn we 
raised on our little farm, whieh is the ease in our neigh- 
bourhood.’’ 

8 « Having asickly wife, and six small children who have 
lately been dangerously ill in the measles, attended by the 
doctor and nurse—this has unavoidably plunged me in debt, 
that I cannot possibly extricate myself from without the as- 
sistance of those who are instruments in the hand of a kind 
Providence to mitigate the hardships of eur appointed lot. 
My salary is no more than usual—36 guineas a year; out of 
which I pay for house-rent, a small meadow to keep a cow, 
besides taxes 20]. perannum. May my faith and hope be im- 
proved in passing through the furnace of affliction, that the 
trials which I meet bere may never let me forget the Man of 
sorrows, the Head of our church, nor overlook the example 
of a meek and suffering Saviour.” 


{We regret that our limits will permit us to give our readers but a very small part 
of the highly interesting religious information which is before us. }—Ed. Ch. Mag. 
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DOMESTIC. 


Protestant Episcopat Socrety of Sovuta Carona. 


WF: have before us the third report of the board of trustees of this institution, and 
feel great pleasure in informing our readers that the most sanguine bopes of the 
founders of this society have thus far been realised. 

We regret that our limits will not allow us to give the whole of the report with 
which we have been favoured - At present we ean only give the following, intend- 
ing however to give the account of the proceedings of their missionary, the Rev. 
Mr. Fowler. 


IN the prosecution of one object of the society, the distribution of books of a reli- 
gious character, considerable progress has been made. ‘The demand for the Bool. 
of Common Prayer has increased ; and a further supply of that inestimable volume, 
eonsisting of one hundred and fifty six copies of various sizes, has been received and 
paid for. Of these, it appears by the report of the standing committee that nearly 
the whole have been distributed. The stock of Netson’s Christian Sacrifice has 
been exhausted ; and of Bishop Pontrus’ Evidences of Christianity, but a very 
few copies remain. It will, hereby, be perceived, that in this department, the socie- 
ty has been actively, and, it is trusted successfully engaged.—Near one thousand vol- 
umes, of incalculable value to those who are desirous of instruction in the doctrines of 
our church and of cultivating a spirit of genuine and rational piety, have been placed 
by it in the hands of our christian brethren. To many a family (the pleasing reflee- 
tion may be indulged) has it been instrumental in extending the means of grace ; and 
who shall say, that of these many will not, in due time, be filled with the hope of glory ? 
Walking, at an humble distance, in the steps of our Heavenly Father, the Great 
Husbandman, this society has sowed the seeds of goodness, and a-Vaits, in patient 
hope the coming harvest. Some seeds, it may be feared have fallen on stony ground, 
and may wither away ; and some the deceitfulness of riches, and the pleasures of 
this world, may choak and destroy; but tnere are many, it is humbly hoped, which 
have taken root in good and honest hearts, and will, under the influences of 
Heaven, erown these pious labors, and bring forth fruit, even toan hundred fold. 

turks for the regulation of the Missionaries of the Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 

1. Every Missionary, employed by this society, shall, with regard to the parish, 
parishes, or places, in which he shall perform his cervices, be under the direction 
of the board of trustees of the society. 

[If we recollect, the constitution of this society, which was published in a former 
number, appears defective in not recognising the control of the ecclesiastical authori 
ty over the missionaries, and the affairs of the society in general. “The Bishop of eve 
ry diocess being the head of that ecclesiastical authority both by the nature of his of- 
fice, and the provisions of the constitution and eanons, it is certainly proper to place 
him at the head of every institution which professes to take charge of ecclesiasticat 
affairs, and explicitly to recognise the subordination of this institution to him, and to 
the convention. From the information which he must possess of the state of the dio- 
cess, there is evident propricty in placing him at the head of everv heard for the 
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employment and direction of missionaries, who as clergymen of the diocess, must 
according to the canons, act in dependence upon him. We believe these prine ples 
are recognised in the organization of the societies in other states havingin view the ad- 
vapcement of the interest of the church. And unless these principles are reeognised 
and adhered to, there may, in the course of time, be an injurious interference of these 
societies with the ecclesiastical authority, and perhaps even a strife between them. 
in New-York, the missionary business is transacted by a committee appointed by the 
éonvention; of a committee, the bishop is the head. In Pennsylvania, “ the society 
of the protestant episcopal church for the advancement of christianity,” recognises 
the bishop as the president, and secures his authority and that of the convention by 
the following valuable provisions, which we most earnestly and respectfully recom- 


mend to the society in South Carolina. The 6th article empowers the board of 


trustees of which the bishop is the head, “tosend forth under the sanction end di- 
rection ofthe ecclesiastical authority of the diocess, missionaries, &e” The 7thav- 
teele directs that “acopy of the proceedings of the board of trustees shal! be ainually 


sent to the secretary of the council of advice, in order to give opportunity for any 
Opinions ov remarks of the bishop, or of tiiat council, or of the state convertion, to 
who vection they shall be alwaysopen.” And the 9th article is still more explieit. 
eT} eciews being intended to assist.bet not in anv degree to interfere with. or in- 


trench upow the established authority of the church, in promoting her interest and 
advancementin Pennevivania, itis hereby declared, that in whafever shull be done, 
that authority sha’! be recognised and conformed to } 

2. Every Missionary of this society, shall, in the performance of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, and administration of the Sacraments, and in the discharge of all 
clerical duties, conform himeelf to the Rubricks and Canons of the Protestant Lpis- 
eopal Church United States of America 

[Every clergy tan is bound to this conformity by bis ordination vows. This rule, 
however, impeses an additional obligation, and is an evidence, which we rejoice to 
‘of the deta mination of the society, to preserve inviolate and unmutilated. that 


see, 


primitive order and worship, which are the characteristics of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Chureh, and essential to her permanent advancement and prosperity | 

3. Every Missionary, who shall be employed by the society. shall not oniv be 
punctual in performing the customany services on the Sabbath, but shall pay parti- 
cular attention rightiv, and duly to administer the Holy Sacraments, and in every 
place in which his ministrations shall be established, he shall as soon as the requisite 
Bumber of communicants can be obtained, admimister the Lonn’s Supper at stated 
periods, which shall recur, once in two months at the least. 

[The * Sabbath” is the appropriate title of the Jewish Sabbath, and therefore 
incorrectly applied to the Christian Sabbath, which is designated in Scripture by 
the appellation of the “ Lord’s day,” and in the language of the Church from the 
earliest age, by the title “ Sunday.” 

4. Every Missionary employed by this society, shall keep for the use of the socie- 
ty, a Register of the Baptisms, Marriages and Funérals at which he shall have officiat- 
ed ; and also a list of the Communicants, and an account of the number of Episcopa- 
lians who shall be within his cure. 

5. It shall be the duty of every Missionary of this society, to pay very particular 
attention to the instruction of the ehiidren, within his mission, in the catechism and 


constitution of the church. 
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ry Missionary who shall be empioved by this societv, shall, onee in three 
communicate tothe Board of Trustees, through the Corresponding Secreta. 
ount of his labours, stating particularly the number of Baptisms, Marriages, 
‘rals, which shall have oceurred in the preceding quarter, the number of 
ticants within the sphere of his ministrations, and what accessions there may 
n of new members to the Episcopal community, 

hail be the duty of every Missionary, who shall be: emploved by this socie- 
evera congregation shall he collected in any place, to promote the organiza. 
ih congregation according to the usage of Fpiseopal churches, to use his 
3 to induce the people to contribute according to their ability to the support of 
intion of christianity among them : to report to the Board of Trustees how 
are able and willing to co-operate with the society in sustaining the expenses of 
trations, and to suggest to the board such things, as he mavahink will be use- 
complishing the purposes of the society in his particular missions. 
ery Missionary shall be furnished with such books as the society may wish to 
tributed in the part of the country to whichhe is sent, and he shail to the 
iis judgment make such distribution agreeab!y to the regulations of the society. 


Convextion or New-Yorr. 

THE annual convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the state of N. York, 
met in the city of New-York on the first Tuesday in Oetober. At this convention, 
agreeably tothe 45th Canon of the General Convention, “ providing for an acenrate 
view of the state of the Church from time to time,” the Right Rev. Bishop Hozart 
delivered the following address. 


My Clerical and Lay Brethren, 


According to the organization of onr Church, the transaction of her ordinary ce- 
glesiastical business is prineipaliy confided to her executive oNeers, or to the standing 
committees, appointed form time to time by the Convention in each dieeess. The 
regulation of the worship of the Church, and of its concerns generally, is entrusted to 
the General Convention. And thus, uniess there be attempts at change in our estabe 
lished constitution and canons, or at new plans and experiments, which shonid not be 
made but with the utmost caution and deliberation, our ordinary business at the State 
Convention is confined principally to information concerning the state of the Church. 
This organization provides for the judicious management of our ecclesiastical coneerns, 
without those protracted discussions, and those unpleasant conflicts of opinion whieh 
would take place if all ecclesiastical business were transacted by the Convention. 

I have offered these observations with a view to meet a remark which is sometimes 
made, that in our Conventions there is very little business to be transacted. This 
eircumstance is a happy feature inthe organization of our Church, Except when 
ehanges may be necessary in our constitution or canons, and these cannot be made 
with too much caution and deliberation, there can be rarely any oceurrence which 
ean lead todifferences of opinion, or to an unpleasant and tedious protraction of busi- 
ness. We meei together, and it is of great importance that we should thus meet 
to obtain a general view of the state of our Zion; to reciprocate and to cherish the 
feelings of brotherly affection ; to correet, by a frank interchange of opinion and infor- 
mation, any errors in doetrine, or irregularities in the discharge of eur ministry ite 
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Whe! we may have inad:ertently fallen; to provoke one another, both Clergy ang 
L mth th ' zeal in our respe etive stati ms in) the service o our civi e M«ster, 
which, agreeably to his injunction, usites the wisdom of the serpent with the harmless 
ness of the deve: and asthe council of his Chureh, with united hearts and voices, tg 
Suprleste Almighty Ged to © direct, sanctify, and govern us, that the comfortable 
Gocee! of Christ mav be truly preached, truly recetved, and truly followed” Nor 
shed we doubt but that God will be * present with us” when we thus meet togeth- 
er: “be the mighty power of the Holy Ghost,” and will bless all our councils and la. 
bors to the advancement of the kingdom of his dear Son, and “ tothe breaking dow& 
of the kingdom of sin, satan, snd death ; till at length the whole of his dispersed sheep 
being gathered into one fold, shall become partakers of everlasting life.” 

It is mv intention also, at an early period, God willing, to carry into effect another 
important purpose of our ecclesiastical meetings, and to del ver those official charg- 
es recuired by the nature of episcopal superintendance, and by the canons of the 
Church At present T shall confine myself to the statement enjoined by the canon of 
the affairs of the diocess 

Ii, the course of the last winter confirmations were held in Trinity Chureh, St 
Pau!’s and St. John’s Chapels, Christ Church, St. George’s Church, Grace Church, 


and Zion Church, New-York ; and about 780 persons coufirmed Itis expected that 


the will be confirmations in the other churches in the city in the course of the pre- 
geri season. 

Confirmations have also been administered, during the last summer, at St. Luke’s 
Ghurch, Catskill; at Rensselaerville ; at Durham and Windham, Greene County : at 
the Ochquaga hills, VW indsor, Broon.e County ; Exeter, and Christ Church, Coopers- 
Town, Otsego Counts; at Sendv-Hill, and Christ Church, Hampton, Washington 
County ; at St George’s Church, Schenectady; and at Christ Church, Poughkeepsie. 
At these various confiymations about 520 persons were confirmed, making in addition 
to those confirmed in the city 1100 persons, 

At the request of the standing committee of New-Jersey, the rite of confirmation 
Was also administered at Trinity Church, Newark 

St..James’s Church, Goshen ; Grace Church, Waterford, and Christ Church, Hamp- 
tor. sve been consecrated tothe service of Almighty God, according to the usage of 
our‘ haveh Tt gives me pleasure, and [deem it « duty, to bear my testimony tothe 
pions iberalitv of the individuals at whose expence principaliy these churehes have heen 
erected. The Church at Hampton,in particular, has been built, in a creat measure 
by the liberal contributions of three or four individuals. The cougregation at Rens- 
selaerville. which has been raised within a few vears by the prudent and sssikloous 
Mit sirations of the Rey Mr Fuller, are making preparations for erecting a eharch. 
Build'res for worship are also erecting by the congregations at Athens, at Unadilla, 
and at Mantins Square, Onondaga county. In many other places, congregations, whe 
reculariv assemble for worship, are prevented from ereetiog churches by the slepder- 
ness oftheir means. I have sometimes, however, witnessed, in the humbie dweiling, 
or inthe log school-house, the servive of our Church celebrated by the people, with a 


fervour and propriety not always apparentin the splendid edifice Woe cannot doubt 


that this service was acceptable to that gracious being who ré qtures to be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth, with an humble and contrite heart. But it s due to his hooour 


ani mayesty, that he should be worshipped in buildings at least decent, and comms- 
fious, and solergply set apart to the adoration of his great name. 
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Religious ¥ntellizence— Domestic. 


Asan example ofthe pious fervor which prevailsin many congregations, too poor 
and humble either to erect a building for worship, or to obtain the stated services of 
a minister, | cannot refrain from mentioning the congregation at the Ochquaga hills, 
In this retired district a congregation was organized, about seven- 
teen vears since, by the Rev. Mr. Chace, then a missionary. From that tine until I 
visited them, with the exeeption ef the services of the Rev. Jonathan Judd, who when 


Broome county. 


a missionary spent a few wecks with them, they have only enjoved three or four 


tumesthe ministrations of the Rev Mr. Nash, who, amongst the multiplicity of his 


labours, sought and cherished this destitute congregation. And yet, notwithstanding 

; . ’ Ss 
these disadvantages, they have kept themsclves together; they have regularly mef 
for reading the service and sermons; and I found among them a knowledge of che 


principles of our Church, and a fervent attachment to its doctrines and worship, 


which astonished and ¢eatified me Could you have witnessed, brethren, the expres- 


sions of gratitude, and their earnest solicitations, accompanied even with tears. for 
only the occasional services of a minister, your treasure and your prayers woi ive 
ween poured forth to gratify them. 1 had not the treasure, but most assured! rive 
them my prayers, and 1 promised them my best exertions. 1 cannot leave their 
ease without applying it to establish the impertance and inestimable valve of onr \iture 


gy But for that and the eonstant and faithful use of it, the Episcopal 


at the Ochquaga hills, and doubtless in many other places almost equal- 


liturgy, 


congregation 


jy destitute, would long since have become extinet 
{ have algo vis ited the congregations at Fishkiil 4 Stamford, Delaware county ; Un- 
adillaand Fly Creek, Otsego county; Bingham-Town, Chenango Point, Broomé 


Albany, and Stillwater; in which places T performed 
divine service, and at Burlington, Otsego county. 

Since the last Convention several persons have been received as candidates for or- 
ders; James Thompson admitted to the holy order of Deacons; and the following 
Deacons, Orin Clark, John Brady, and William Powell, of this dioeess, and Isaae 
Jones, of Connecticut, admitted to the holy order of Priests; and William E. Wyatt 
and Stephen Jewett, yesterday admitted to the same order. 

The Rev. John Kewly, from the diocess of Connecticut, has been instituted Rete 
for of St. George’s Church, New-York ; und the Rev. John Brady, Assistant Minis- 
The Rev. Ralph Williston has been instituted Rector of 


county ; Troy, Lansingbureh 
. ’ s pits 


were V 


ter of the same church. 
Zion Chureh, New-York. 

The Rev. Bethel Judd, from the ciocess of Connecticut, has been chosen Prinei- 
pal of the Academy, and Rector of the Church, at Fairfield, Herkimer county ; 
and the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, lately Assistant Rector of Trinity Church, New- 
York, has removed into the state of New-Jersey. 

But in noticing the changes in the diocess, you have doubtless already anticipated 
me in the painful remark, that we no longer perceive in his place in this Convention 
our venerable brother the Rev. Davenport Phelns. He has gone to his rest. For 
many years he has been employed as a missionary in the western parts of the state. 
Having visited the extensive district in which he officiated, IT am able to bear testimo- 
ny to the high estimation in which he was held for his pious and exemplary character, 
and for the fidelity and prudent zeal with which he discharged his arduous and fabori- 
He is justly revered as the founder of the congregations in the most wes- 


net merely to his personal ministra- 


ous duties 


fern counties of the state ; whom he attached, 


tions, but to the doctrines, the ministry, and liturgy of eur Church. Indeed, it was 
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highly gratifving to me to observe, in the congregations where he oRelated, and ta 
others, inthe infant settlements of the state, whieh are stil cherished by ministers 
» a! se = Scans : : } ¥ ; 

equally faithful, the devotion and the decency with which the people performed their 


parts of the police service lL isan evidence that whatever prejudices our liturgy 
way have at Grsi to encount ramones those who are unacqrainted with it, a minister 


= 
Ore 


who will be dilivent in exnlainine it. and enforcing its ex: ies, and who, m ebe- 


dience to his or lation vows will he fuith ful and devout in the mse ot it, will finally 
sucec d, by the divine bles ghee er in dead ny many tO Value it as then best help in the 
exercises of devotion, and, next to the Bible, their best enide to heaven, 


As the suport of missionay s derived Princip: tly from the annial collections 


preseribed bv the eanon, it is of the utmost importance that the Clerey should at- 


tend to these collection S, at | urge thei coOHngereyalions to i:beral contributions. Neo 


duty is move strongly demanded from the menbers of our Charch, who enjoy the 
1 sf 


word and ordinanees of the Gospel, than that of suppiying their destitate brethren 


with the same means of salvation. 


Phe importanee of an estabii hment for the mstruction, forthe relicious and mor- 
] ° ' vd ° ° 
al diseipline, a iJ, in some eases, {> tie support of young men design | for holy or- 
ders. has alwavs anneared to me essential to the presperity ef our Chureh; ror were 


exertions and arrangements wanting on my part, when ina private station, to e: ry 


this objeet in same degree int: effect. As the respons bility of the admissien of per- 

. ‘ ; ' } ry ? " ®. 
Sons to hy iy orcervs uitimatc.v t ‘son the is hon - 9G as trom the nature of his 
office. and the vravisior of the earons, itishis duty to exercise a ceneral Cirection 


and supermtendenee of their previous studies, the necessities of a theolevical school 
presses with creater force upon my mind ip the st: tion whieh L now occupy It isan 
auspicious circumstance, that the attentior of the Clergy, and of Episcopalians genere 
alls appears to be awakened to the ir portance of the ob ect And Ttrust it will not 
be lone before a theological school is established; the obiect of which shail be to train 
up young men fo the mini-try, not only in literary and thealogicst knowledge, but im 
evancelical piety. and prudent but fervent zeal for the advancement of the kingdom 
of Christ It is of the utmost immnortanee that the plan at dl the situation of this in- 
stitution should mect the wants and the wishes not merely ofthe Church in this dio- 
ees, hut of our Church at lar rc, at d thus contribute to advanee and preserve those 


invalnable objects, the purity and the unity of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 


My Clerieal and Lav Brethren, our Church is organized onthe principle which 
isthe characterist of the { heurech from whi h we are descended, and which the ju- 
dic) Hooker defends in his Feclesiastien! Polity, that in order to give to any act 
of the Church the force of law, it must have the consent of all orders of her members, 
Bishops, Clergy, and Laity. This arrangement prevents the evils of precipitancy ; 
gecures the impor tant benefits of wi dom, experien , and a ion In her councils ; and 
preserves tg at or sof her members their resveetis ‘richts 

Let it then he the obiect ofall who wish good to aur Zion, to preserve her, as she 
is now hannily orgenized. im her government, her dectrineand worship. Uf changes 


yo her oral 7ATIO at i ti je apnerr necessary, let then be the result of much 


reflection, of much previors consultation, and in some degree at least of gen- 
eral coneert: and not the hast: and unadvised ebullition of individual zeal. ‘This 
geal, however comme: dable, ¢ only saf hen, with true Christian humility, it 


sub its to the rrniedaa " nel ex ’ é ’ ind eCXDe 1") Hee; a ud ais rather te 


imfuse new life and spirit into imstitutions long established, than to enter on doubtful 
» ; . 
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beoanse nntried measures. In the several stations in which it has pleased the divine 
Head of the Church to place us, let it be our endeavour, in dependence on his grace 
and blessing, “ truly and faithfully to serve bim,” and to exhibit our Chareh in the 
purity of ‘ier doctrines, the primitive sanetity of her ministry, and the evangelical spirit 
of that fiturey which has been established by the wisdom and piety of the ages before us- 
Thus while we seeure our own salvation, we shall advance the permanent prosperity 
of our church, and by the blessing of God, be instrumental in diffusing the Gospel of his 
Son our Lord and Redeemer in its original simplicity, purity and power. 
JOHN HENRY HOBART. 
New-York, Oct. 5, 1813. 


LAYING THE CORNER STONE OF ST. MANY’S CAAPFL AT NEWTOY, 2748S. 


ON Monday last, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of this Commonweaith, by 
the permission of the Most W.G. Master, assembled at Newton, under the diree- 
tion of the Right W. Francis J. Oliver, Esq. and organized in ample form, were es 
eorted by Meridian Lodge, and the church and Congregstion, to the platform ereet- 


ed iv front of the seite of the Church, when the interesting and 


soleran ecremouies 
were preceded by saered and appropriate music. "Vhe Right Worshipful deputy G. 
Master having pronounced the stone to be perfect in its form and suitable to the oeca- 
sion, the Rev. Dr. Gardiner of Trinitv Church was requested to deposit the Silver 
Piate, after reading the inseription, which was as follows :-— 

Inthe NAME of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost—This Stone, by permission of 
the Honorab 
festival of St. Michael and all Angets, 1813, was laid by Frenecis Johonoet Oliver, Esq. 
Deputy G. M assisted by the Rev. John Svivester John Gardiner, D. D. Reetor of 
Trinity Church; and tle Rev. Asa Raton, Reetor of Christ Charch, Boston. 

GOD save the Church and State. 
ON THE REVERSE. 
St. Mary's Chapel, founded 1812. ineorporated 1813. His Exeelienev Caleb Strone, 


Psa. L. L. D. Cevernor, his Honor William Phillins, Req. Lieutenant Governor, the 


' 


avd Right Worshipfal Timothy Bigelow, sq. Grand Master, on the 


Richt Reverend Father in God, Alexander V. by divine providence, of the Eastern 


Diocess, Bishop. ‘The land annexed to.this Chureh, coataiming two acres, is a dona- 


t ion from Samue! Brown, Esq merehaut, of Boston. 
Rev, ASA EATON, Rector. : 
SOLOMON CURTIS, @ pardons St. Wary’s Chapel. 
THOMAS DURANT, § "°°" 


New Famiuyr Brute. 


(With those who believe thet the peeiliar tenets commonly called Calvinistic are 
not sanctioned by seriptare, it has been a subject of regret that abnostall the modera 
popular commentaries on the Bible are more or jess deveted to the propagation of 
these tenets. And ithas been a subject of surprise that no commentaries of a differ- 
ent description have latterly appeared from the pens of any Divines of the chureh of 
England. A practical commentary on the Si:ible executed in the same evangelical 


spirit, and elegance of taste and style with Bishop Horne’s commentary on the psalms, 


would be a most aceeptabje o'fering to the religious public. ‘We are gratified to see 


the following family Bible announced in late Lagiish pubfcations, and hope it may 
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not disappoint the expectations naturally excited by the very high authority, undey 
which it is published. ] 

Within a few months will be published in weekly numbers intended to form two 
large volumes quarto, THE HOLY BIBLE ineluding the Old and New Testaments and 
the Apoerypha according to the authorised version, with notes explanatory and criti< 
cal.—The notes will be taken upon all subjects connected with doctrine and disci- 
pline, from the most eminent writers of the united church of England and Ireland ; in 
matters unconnected with those subjects recourse will occasionally be had te other 
authorities. Marginal references, appropriate introductions, &e. &e. will be added. 
Arranged under the sanction of the society for promoting christian knowledge ; and 
dedicated by permission to the most Reverend the Archbishop of Canterbury. By 
George D, Oyly and Richard Mant, M. A. His Grace’s domestic chaplains. 
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MARRIAGES, 





MARRIED, at Hampton, Washington County, New-York, Sep. 5: by the Right 
Rev Bishop Hobart, the Rey. Srerugn Jewerr, to Miss Evizasgtra Backes. 

At the same place, Sep. 6: by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, Mr. Davin Burt, 
to Miss MewitTaacr Jnewirt 

At Wells, in the State of Vermont, Sep. 9: by the Rev. Mr. Jewett, Mr. Joun C. 
Horso~, to Mrs. Beraran Lewis. 

In Trinity Church, New-Haven, Oct. 24: by the Rev. Mr. Whitlock, Capt. Ratrr 
J. Luyzer, of Boston, to Miss Mary INcersoxi, daughter of the Hon. JoanaTuan 
INGERSOLL. ; 

At Elizabeth-Town, New - Ji rsey, Nov. 8: by the Rev. Mr. Rudd, WiuLLIAM R. 
Wiiiramson, Esqr. to Miss Joanna B. Saute. 

In Newark, on Monday evening 16th Nov. by the Rev. Mr. Bayard, James Hax- 
ILTON, Esq to Miss Furzanera Urrwanrn, both from the State of South Carolina. 
(o Miss Manearet Jaares, both of Newark, New-Jersev, 

At Charleston, (South Carelina,) the Right Rev. Turopone Denon, D. D. 
Tris! op of the Protestant Epis cope! Chureh in that State, to Miss SARAH Russen, 2d 
daughter of Nathaniel Rassel, Esq. 

In St. Jolin’s Chureh, in the City of New-York, on Saturday, Nov. 20: by the 


Right Rev: Bishop Hobart, Cremisr C. Moone, F.isq. son of the Right Rev. Bishop 


’ 


On Wednesday evening, 13th Oct. by the Rev. Mr. Bayard, Dr. ‘Thomas STEELE, 


Moore, to Miss Caturuins Exiza Tarzor, danghter of the late William Taylor, 








Ksq. 
OBLTUARY. 
Died, in Reading, Pennsylvania, on Saturday, the 9th of Oct. Mrs. SananS. Dewy, 


the amiable and excellent consort of Vir. James L. Dunw: her husband has lost a 


most affectionate wife-—her parents a kind and datiful daughter—her children a 
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tGhder and faithful mother—and ber friends and associates a most interesting. sin» 
: nai ; ni SUIS» 5 

cere and sth; compamon. iler mind was benevolent, liberal, aud unsuspectine— 
Ss 

her manners soit, amiebte and engaging—her heart the receptacle of great purity, 


gratitude, charity, and love. This truly pious and excellent woman manifested the. 
most exemplary patience during the whole of her confinement and illness—evinced 
the firmest reliance on the merits and merey of lier blessed Redeemer—and depart- 
ed this life cherishing the liveliest hope that she was going from the abode of sin and 
sorrow, fo the mansions of Everlasting Bliss-— her loss is severely felt, and will be 
long lamented. 

In Reading (Conn.) on the 17th October; Andrew Lane Hill, Esq. one of the asa 
sistant Judges of the Court for the county of Fairfield, in the 58th year of his age. 
All who enjoyed an acquaintanee with him, will feel a serious loss in this dispensa- 
tion of divine providence. Judge Hill was of an affeetionate disposition, conciliating 
manners, and agreeable deportment.—As a husband he was affectionate, faithful and 
provident; asa father, tender and indulgent: and as a neighbour benevolent, for- 
bearing, and conciliatory. He seemed to adopt for the motto of his life, Blessed are 
the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God Asa christian he 
was firm and persevering in the faith once delivered to the saints. He had beena 
communieant in the Episcopal Church, about twenty-five years. Though not dispo- 
sed te contend with these who differed from him in opinion, he believed in the divine 
eonstitution of the Church, her ministry and ordinances; and heartily preferred her 
In her publie assemblies, he was always solemn and devout, and 


mode of worship. 
He delighted in the Lord’s day and 


joined with cordiality in all parts of the service. 
was glad when they said Let us go up unto the house of the Lord. His last illness, 
which was very painful, he bore with great patience, and expressed the firmest trust 
and liveliest hope in the merey of God througha Redeemer. He had strone coz- 
solution, in God, having fed for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before him, and 
with great peace and composure of mind, resigned up his soul to God who gave it, 
At Litchfield, (Conn.) on Monday October 25th, in the @ist year of his age, where 
he had been attending the law lectures, Persr Macrts, jan. son of Mr. Peter 
Mackie, of New-York. Severe ts the stroke of Providence which has suddenly re- 
moved this voung man, whose rare talents and virtues had endeared him to his friends, 
and filled the hearts of his aged and much respected parents with the anticipation 
that he would be the pride and solace of their declining life. “That Being whose dis- 
pensations are to us inserutable, but ordered always in merey, hath eut short his 
course of earthly usefulness and happiness, and bowed down with sorrow their few 


remaining years. Impressive the lesson of the uncertainty of worldly hopes! Rut 
ile it leads the afflicted to 


that faith which is “the evidenee of things not seen,” whi 
repose on the goodness of the Father of Mercies, opens to their view that “ assembly 
of the just made perfect,” where the righteous shall be hanpy forever in the pre- 
sence of their God and Saviour, and know no change and no separation. 


On Wednesday the 1ith of September, last, the Rev. Wireram Swan, at 


his seat in Charles county, Md. He was a respectable minister of the Episcopal 


> . > ‘ ‘4 ? tu . ‘ } ic . ATs - ¢ 
church. Subjoired is an extract from the Sermon celivered at his funeral, by a 


Clergyman who has known him intimately for many vears. 


. 7. . . - Ia od ‘4 > > > ve) a 
*‘ fle was a pions man, and faithful fabourer in his master’s vineyard. He posses: 


sed a sound judgment, and great strength of mind ; and from his insatiable thirst af- 


. . . | “l loeenin a re 21 
fer knowledge, his mind became richly stored with usefititearning, He was deeply 
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not disappoint the expectations naturally excited by the very high authority, undéy 


which it is published. ] 
Within a few months will be published in weekly numbers intended to form two 
large volumes quarto, THE HOLY BIBL* ineluding the Old and New Testaments and 


the Apocrypha according to the authorised version, with notes explanatory and eriti< 


cal.—The notes will be taken upon all subjects connected with doctrine and disei- 
pline, from the most eminent writers of the united church of England and Ireland ; in 
matters unconnected with those subjects recourse will occasionally be had te other 
authorities. Marginal references, appropriate introductions, &ec. &c. will be added. 
Arranged under the sanction of the society for promotine christian knowledge ; and 
dedicated by permission to the most Reverend the Archbishop of Canterbury. By 
George D, Oyly and Richard Mant, M. A. His Grace’s domestic chaplains. 
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MAR RIFE D, at Hampton, Washington County, New-York, Sep. 5: by the Right 
Rev Bishop Hobart, the Rev. Sreenen Jewert, to Miss Evizasgta Backes. 

At the same place, Sep. 6: by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, Mr. Davin Burt, 
to Miss Menirasir Jewirrr 

At Wells, in the State of Vermont, Sep. 9: by the Rev. Mr. Jewett, Mr. Joun C, 
Horsox, to Mrs. Beraran Lewis. 

In Trinity Church, New-Haven, Oct. 24: by the Rev. Mr. Whitlock, Capt. Ratrg 
J. Linzer, of Boston, to Miss Mary Incersoxt, daughter of the Hon, JoanaTaHan 
INGERSOLL 

At Elizabeth-Town, New-Jersey, Nov. 8: by the Rev. Mr. Rudd, Witiram R. 
Wiruramson, Esqr. to Miss Joanna B. SAvTE. 

In Newark, on Monday evening 16th Nov. bythe Rev. Mr. Bayard, James Ham- 
ILTON, Esq. to Miss Fx IZABETH linywanp, both from the State of South Carolina. 

On Wednesday evening, 13th Oct. by the Rev. Mr, Bayard, Dr. ‘Thomas STEELE, 
to Miss Manearet Jaares, both of Newark, New-Jersey, 

At Charleston, (South Carelina,) the Right Rev. Turonore Denon, D. D. 

tishop of the Protestaat Episcopal Chureh in that State, to Miss Saran Russex, 2d 
daughter of Nathaniel Russel, Esq. 

In St. John’s Church, in the City of New-York, on Saturday, Nov. 20: by the 

tight Rev: Bishop Hobart, Cr ti vr C, Moons, Esq. son of the Right Rey. Bishop 
Moore, to Miss Catuxuine Exiza Tayzor, daughter of the late William ‘Taylor, 


Esq. 
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OBLTUARY. 
Died, in Reading, Pennsylvania, on Saturday, the 9th of Oct. Mrs. Saran S. Dexw, 
the amiable and exeellent consort of Mir. James L. Donn: her husband has lost 4 


most affectionate wife—her parents a kind and dutiful dayghter—her children a 
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t8hder and faithful mother—and ber friends and associates @ most interesting, sin- 
cere and worthy companion. Hfer mind was benevolent, liberal, aud unsuspecting— 
her manners soit, amiabic and engaging—her heart the receptacle of great purity, 
gratitude, charity, and love. This truly pious and excellent woman manifested the 
most exemplary patience during the whole of her confinement and illness—evineed 
the firmest reliance on the merits and mercy of her blessed Redeemer—and depart- 
ed this life cherishing the liveliest hope that she was going from the abode of sin and 
sorrow, fo the mansions of Everlasting Bliss-— her loss is severely felt, and will be 
long lamented. 

In Reading (Conn.) on the t7th October; Andrew Lane Hill, Esq. one of the asa 
sistant Judges of the Court for the county of Fairfield, in the 58th year of his age. 
All who enjoyed an acquaintance with him, will feel a serious loss in this dispensa- 
tion of divine providence. Judge Hill was of an affectionate disposition, conciliating 
manners, and agreeable deportment.—As a husband he was affectionate, faithful and 
as a father, tender and indulgent: and as a neighbour benevolent, for- 


provident; 
He seemed to adopt for the motto of his life, Blessed are 


bearing, and conciliatory. 
the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God Asa christian he 
was firm and persevering in the faith once delivered to the saints. He had beena 
communieant in the Episcopal Church, about twenty-five years Though not dispo- 
sed te contend with those who differed from him in opinion, he believed in the divine 
eonstitution of the Church, her ministry and ordinances; and heartily preferred her 
In her publie assemblies, he was always solemn and devout, and 


mode of worship. 
He delighted in the Lord’s day and 


joined with cordiality in all parts of the service. 
was glad when they said Let us go up unto the house of the Lord. His last illness, 
which was very painful, he bore with great patience, and expressed the firmest trust 
and liveliest hope in the merey of God througha Redeemer. He had stron coz- 
solation, in God, having fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before him, and 
with great peace and composure of mind, resigned up his soul to God who gave it, 
At Litehfield, (Conn.) on Monday October 25th, in the @ist year of his age, where 
he had been attending the law lectures, Persr Mackie, jan. son of Mr. Peter 
Mackie, of New-York. Severe is the stroke of Providence which has suddenly re- 
moved this voung man, whose rare talents and virtues had endeared him to his friends, 
| {and much respected parents with the anticipation 


and filled the hearts of his aged 
that he would be the pride and solace of their declining life. ‘That Being whose dis- 


pensations are to us inserutable, but ordered alwavs in merey, hath eut short his 
course of earthly usefulness and happiness, and bowed down with sorrow their few 
remaining years. Impressive the lesson of the uncertainty of worldly hopes! But 
that faith which is “the evidenee of things not seen,” while it leads the afflicted to 
repose on the goodness of the Father of Mercies, opens to their view that “ assembly 
of the just made perfect,” where the righteous shall be hanpy forever in the pre- 
sence of their God and Saviour, and know no change and no separation. 

On Wednesday the 15th of September, last, the Rev. Wirtram Swan, at 
his seat in Charles county, Md. He was a respectable minister of the Episcopal 
church. Subjoired is an extract from the Sermon celivered at his funeral, by a 
Clergyman who has known him intimately for many years. 

“ He was a pious man, and faithful labourer in his master’s vineyard. He posses: 


sed a sound judgment, and great strength of mind ; and from his insatiable thirst af- 
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452 To Readers and Correspontents. 


versed in the Holy Seriptures, and made them his close study for many years: he 
never appeared to be wearv in studying and meditating upon the divive truths there. 
From a strong retentive memory, and great app!ication, he s -quived a 
With a mind thus enriched 


aime for 


In eo tained 
fun’ of knowledge which has fallen to the lot of few 
with divine knowledge, he hada clear and happy method of conveying the s 


the information of others. Having himself deeply felt the foree of religious truths, 


he was solicitous to impart the impression to others ; and having enjoyed (he com- 
feris lowing from such a source, whilst he sojonrned upon the earth, we hav every 
beaso: to beiieve, that he has now exchanged them for those heavenly delights which 
‘os right hand, which eve huth not seen, ear hath not heard, nor hath it en- 
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IN consequence of the destruction, by fire, of the office in which the Churchman’s 
Magazine has been prifted, the Editor has been under the necessity of having No. 6 
printed at a distance from his residence—owing to this, some slight errors have eseap 
25, has been repeated. A. was not received till 


@! correction, and the article, page 425, 
Some other articles are unavoidably 


the Iest shect of this number was in the press. 


postponed. 


END OF VOL. |] 


G. P. O., Jan., ’05. 
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